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221 

Week Ending Friday, February 22, 2008 

Remarks on Accepting the Grand 
Cross of the National Order of Benin 
in Cotonou, Benin 
February 16, 2008 

Mr. President, thank you. Laura and I are 
honored to be with you and the First Lady. 
I gratefully accept this on behalf of the Amer-
ican people. I stand here by your side as a 
friend, a believer in your vision, and a partner 
in your willingness to confront the disease 
and poverty and—that affect mankind. 

We would not be standing here if you and 
your Government was not committed to your 
people. You mentioned some of the dollar— 
money we’re spending with you, but those 
dollars come with great compassion from the 
American people. We care when we see suf-
fering. We believe we’re all children of God. 
And so it’s a great honor to accept this award, 
and the American people send their bless-
ings. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:28 a.m. at 
Cadjehoun International Airport. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Thomas Yayi Boni of 
Benin and his wife, Chantal de Souza Yayi. 

The President’s News Conference 
With President Thomas Yayi Boni of 
Benin in Cotonou 
February 16, 2008 

President Yayi. Ladies and gentlemen, 
journalists, on this day, Saturday, February 
16, 2008, His Excellency, Mr. George W. 
Bush, President of the United States of 
America, and his wife, Laura Bush, have hon-
ored my Government and the Beninese peo-
ple as a whole by deciding to conduct a work-
ing visit as part of his second trip to Africa. 
This visit is a followup to the meetings that 
I had at the White House on December 14, 
2006, as part of my working trip to the 
United States. 

Today President Bush and myself have had 
very fruitful exchanges during our bilateral 
meeting, as well as during an expanded work-
ing meeting with our staffs, in order to review 
the excellent relations of cooperation which 
unite the United States and my country, 
Benin. As you know, during his two terms 
in office, President Bush showed great con-
cern for Africa, its well-being, and of the de-
velopment of its people. 

I should only mention as evidence the var-
ious initiatives on behalf of children, youth, 
and women, such as the initiative against ma-
laria, the emergency plan against AIDS, the 
initiative for justice and empowerment of 
women. For all of these initiatives, Benin was 
selected by the Government of the United 
States. Likewise, my country is also bene-
fiting from the President’s Millennium Chal-
lenge Account initiative, as well as the 
AGOA, whose ultimate goal is to create the 
conditions favorable to economic growth on 
a sustainable manner in order to reduce pov-
erty and build an emerging nation. 

During our discussions, we talked about 
all of the issues of cooperation as well as 
other international topics, such as settlement 
of conflicts in Africa, Benin’s participation in 
peacekeeping operations, as well as the re-
form of the United Nations system. 

On behalf of the people of Benin, of my 
wife, and myself, I’d like to express most sin-
cerely my friendship and all my gratitude to 
President Bush and to Mrs. Laura Bush for 
this stay filled with cordiality and conviviality. 
On behalf of the Beninese people, I would 
like to thank—wish you a good stay in Africa, 
Mr. President. Thank you very much. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank 
you for your friendship; thank you for your 
vision. Madam, thank you for your warm hos-
pitality. Laura and I are honored to be here. 

You know, we’ve come to talk about our 
mutual interests, but we would not be talking 
about this mutual interests if, Mr. President, 
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222 Feb. 16 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

you didn’t believe in certain truths and cer-
tain values: that all human beings have dig-
nity; that people need a government that re-
sponds to their desires and wishes. 

And so I come bringing the warm friend-
ship of the people of the United States and 
reaffirm our desire to help strengthen your 
democracy by helping the people here realize 
their God-given talents. 

We spent a little time talking about the 
malaria initiative and your deep desire to 
make sure every child has got a mosquito 
net to protect them. I mean, we can save 
lives with an aggressive, comprehensive strat-
egy. And that’s exactly what you’re putting 
in place here in Benin. And I want to thank 
you for your leadership on that very impor-
tant issue. We will continue to help you. 

I thank very much your focus on edu-
cation. You know what I know, that a nation 
can’t be a hopeful place unless its youth are 
educated. So I’m very pleased to be working 
with you to expand educational opportunities 
for the people of your country. Through the 
African Education Initiative, we’ve helped 
train about 30,000 teachers and administra-
tors here. We’ve provided about 1 million 
textbooks and teaching guides and work-
books. We’ve helped young girls get a good 
education. And we’re going to spend another 
$6 million on these efforts, only because you 
are focused and your Government is dedi-
cated to making sure the money is spent well 
and wisely. And so I want to thank you for 
that, sir. 

I appreciate very much your mentioning 
of the Millennium Challenge Account. That 
account—those monies are given to coun-
tries which fight corruption, which invest in 
the health and education of their children, 
which believe in marketplace economies. 
And that’s what you do. And that’s why we 
were more than pleased to provide $307 mil-
lion over a 5-year period; it’s because of your 
leadership, the commitment of your Govern-
ment to be a trustworthy partner for the peo-
ple of Benin. This compact is—should touch 
the lives of about 5 million people here in 
Benin and help thousands grow out of pov-
erty. 

We also really appreciate the fact that your 
fight against corruption is visible and easy for 
the people to see. I mean, after all, you’ve 

put auditors in place to make sure the peo-
ple’s money is spent well; that, you know, 
in so doing—and this is such a good lesson. 

And one of the reasons I’ve come here, 
sir, is because leaders around the world have 
got to understand that the United States 
wants to partner with leaders and the people, 
but we’re not going to do so with people that 
steal money, pure and simple. And the trans-
parency that you put in place and the strong 
audits that you’ve got in your country should 
give the people of your nation great con-
fidence in your Government, because it gives 
me confidence to stand side by side with you 
here. 

And so I appreciate your conversation we 
had. You’re right; we spent a lot of time talk-
ing about a variety of issues. And I’m so hon-
ored that you would receive us in such a 
graceful way. Thank you very—merci. 
[Laughter] 

A couple of questions, you think? Maybe? 
Okay. 

President’s Visit to Benin 
Q. Hi, I’m from Beninese television. Mr. 

President, during this first visit to Benin— 
this is a first for you, but cooperation be-
tween our two countries is been going on 
for 47 years, but yet it’s the first time that 
we host a President of your great country 
in our country. So in history, this has been 
written, but given what has just occurred, is 
this a diplomatic coup or is it truly a change 
in the relationships between Benin and the 
United States? Is this a stunt? 

President Bush. Well, I can give you my 
perspective, and of course, the President will 
give you his. First of all, I am the first Presi-
dent to have come to Benin. I am here to 
really confirm to the people of Benin and 
the people on the continent of Africa that 
the United States is committed to helping 
improve people’s lives. 

And I also have come to a country like 
Benin to remind our fellow citizens that it’s 
in our national interest to support the people 
of nations, even though we may not have had 
relations with them in the past, particularly 
those nations in which the leadership and the 
government makes a firm commitment to the 
investment in its people as well as fighting 
corruption, marketplace economies. And 
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223 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / Feb. 16 

I’m—my trip here is a way to remind future 
Presidents and future Congresses that it is 
in the national interest and in the moral in-
terests of the United States of America to 
help people. 

I reject some of the old-style type of 
grants, which basically said, let’s feel better; 
we’ll just give some money out. We believe 
that rather than making ourselves feel better, 
that our money ought to make the people 
of a particular country feel better about their 
government. And that’s why the Millennium 
Challenge Account, for example, has got cer-
tain criterion. And your Government has met 
those criterion. 

I would say that it’s been a change of rela-
tionship. But it’s been a change of relation-
ship because the leader have changed atti-
tude toward how government ought to relate 
to its people. And so, Mr. President, I’m 
proud to be the first President to be in Benin, 
and I want to thank you for extending me 
that invitation. 

President Yayi. I believe that perhaps for 
the journalists who are coming from abroad 
or my compatriots who are also journalists, 
I think that you know well my position on 
this issue. And I must tell you that the visit 
of the President is a symbol. Perhaps it’s a 
signal to us, because as he just said, he con-
veys who at least—he is attached to virtue. 
Virtue means a lot to him. He is here to sup-
port the countries which strive to be virtuous, 
the governments which accept to be working 
on behalf of their people, to serve their peo-
ple, especially as part of a clear vision where 
we say, where are we going? Where are we 
leading our people? 

And we were clear about that today. We 
want to move towards prosperity and shar-
ing—prosperity, sharing, that means using 
the resources, the work, economic activity, 
and so on. Of course, this vision cannot be 
achieved unless you have the behaviors 
that—which you have defined, namely to en-
sure that everything that which stains our de-
mocracy, which is the—[inaudible]—of the 
people. Everything that would stains democ-
racy will be suppressed—I should say, elimi-
nated—which is why we want to ensure that 
our democracy will honor us, ensure edu-
cation, access to water, to roads, to elec-
tricity, telephone, to infrastructure—all of 

these things without which you cannot create 
jobs and distribute income. 

And we identified these ailments that 
harm democracy, first and foremost, corrup-
tion, Mr. President. And behalf of the 
Beninese people, I would like to reassure you 
once again—I did it already last month when 
I was visiting the United States at the White 
House—I told you that the people have al-
ready defined a mission. The mission that we 
have defined for ourselves is to guarantee 
that we can ensure good governance, have 
the best management of the affairs of a state. 
And it’s at this price that we’ll be able to 
accelerate this march towards prosperity. 

So, quite naturally for us, the visit of Presi-
dent Bush is a strong signal, which comforts 
us in our beliefs. It’s an extra support, an 
extra encouragement in this direction to en-
sure that this vision will realize itself as quick-
ly as possible for the well-being of our peo-
ple. And in this regard, during the talks that 
we have just had, the President himself en-
couraged us by saying, go ahead, move for-
ward. Do not hesitate. Don’t distance your-
self from the people. We Americans have to 
support you, but the issue, the initiatives that 
we’ve started in this—in the United States, 
namely the support against malaria, of course 
the fight against HIV/AIDS, the emergency 
plan against HIV/AIDS, the MCA—because 
all of these initiatives today which reinforce 
U.S.—the United States position to help the 
poor and to fight against poverty. 

So I do believe this is a good starting point 
which takes into account the needs of the 
21st century. 

President Bush. Oh, I’m sorry. Excuse 
me. 

Situations in Darfur and Kenya/U.S. 
Foreign Aid 

Q. [Inaudible]—while it’s obvious that 
Benin is a hopeful example of progress on 
the African Continent, there are a number 
of other examples, unfortunately, of violence 
and strife in other places, most notably 
Kenya. And I’m wondering, Mr. President, 
how you go about deciding how best to spend 
your time here on the continent? It seems 
a bit of a contrast when there are some hope-
ful signs, but there obviously are a number 
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224 Feb. 16 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

of other examples where things are, frankly, 
in a very tough position right now. 

President Bush. Yes. I’ve always found, 
Kevin [Kevin Corke, NBC News], that when 
you herald success, it’s—it helps others real-
ize what is possible. And you’re right; there’s 
no question, Sudan is a very difficult situa-
tion, which we have labeled a genocide and 
which we’re sanctioning some, rallying others 
to provide aid in the hopes that there will 
be a robust U.N. force in Darfur that will 
help relieve the suffering. 

As I said in my speech the other day, that 
the United States will help facilitate the 
movement of the force. As I told Ban Ki- 
moon yesterday in the White House, we want 
to help you, but you must make sure we have 
a robust force ready to go. 

Secondly, Kenya is an issue, and—we’re 
going to be in the neighborhood in Kenya— 
in Kenya’s neighborhood. And that’s why I’m 
sending Secretary Rice there to help the Kofi 
Annan initiative, all aimed at having a clear 
message that there be no violence and that 
there ought to be a power-sharing agree-
ment. You know, this is—but this is a large 
place with a lot of nations, and no question, 
not everything is perfect. 

On the other hand, there’s a lot of great 
success stories, and the United States is 
pleased to be involved with those success sto-
ries. I want to remind you, Kevin, that when 
I first became President, there was about 
50,000 people receiving antiretroviral drugs 
to deal with HIV/AIDS on the continent of 
Africa. Today, there’s about a million three 
just from the PEPFAR initiative. In other 
words, there’s great progress being made. 
And there’s a lot more work to be done. One 
of the reasons I’ve come on this trip is to 
say, look at the successes we’ve had—‘‘we,’’ 
by the way, is not American successes; these 
are joint successes—and look at the work that 
needs to be done. 

You know, the malaria initiative is an initia-
tive that is very dear to my heart and Laura’s 
heart, because we weep when we think about 
little babies needlessly dying. And now we’ve 
got a President who is committed to distrib-
uting a net to every child under 5 years old. 
But there are still a lot of places that need 
work on malaria. And so the reason I go to 
countries in which we’ve got good relations, 

where the leaders are making good choices, 
is to send a clear signal to others that we 
want to help you, but you’ve got to have good 
leadership, you’ve got to make right choices, 
and you’ve got to set a strategy in place in 
order to benefit your people. 

I’m excited to be here. I really am. You 
know, it’s my second trip as President, Lau-
ra’s fifth trip as First Lady. I hope that sends 
a clear commitment that the United States— 
a clear signal that the United States is com-
mitted. We’re committed for national secu-
rity reasons, and that being that these 
ideologues that murder the innocent people 
can only attract people when there’s hope-
lessness. They have no clear vision that’s 
positive. But we’re also committed for moral 
reasons. As I told you and told people all 
the time, to whom much is given, much is 
required. Well, we’ve been given a lot in the 
United States, and I believe we’re required 
to help brothers and sisters in need. 

And so thank you for your question, and 
thanks for traveling with us. This is a great 
trip. 

U.S. Trade Policy 
Q. Hi, I am from the Beninese national 

radio. Mr. President, since you have been in 
power, you have done trips to the United 
States and Benin. Last time, you discussed 
with President Bush of the issue of cotton, 
American subsidies to their farmers in that 
country. And we saw with which enthusiasm 
you tackled this issue because, indeed, cotton 
is one of the pillars of the Beninese economy. 
So based on this visit, and up until today, 
have these things evolved? But is the issue 
of cotton still a sensitive issue? 

President Yayi. I must confess that when 
we started these discussions, we on purpose 
did not talk about this, because the President 
asked us, what is your country ailing of? And 
I didn’t bring up cotton. It’s he himself who 
asked, what about this cotton business; what’s 
going on with cotton? And I thanked him 
profusely for that. 

So of course, he shared his vision with us, 
and he is encouraging us to diversify the 
sources of solutions to the problem that we 
have today, namely the cotton industry. He 
is aware that in our subregion—when we, for 
example, look at West Africa, and you add 
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Central Africa to that, and a—one citizen out 
of two lives out of that industry. So I do be-
lieve of the workers in Burkina Faso and 
Mali, Niger and Togo, elsewhere, Senegal— 
and quite naturally, I think of my compatriots 
who commit themselves everyday that gives 
them into this line of business. 

So, Mr. President, I was expecting that the 
press would indeed bring up this issue be-
cause anybody who decides to fight on behalf 
of Africa against poverty cannot be—allow 
the cotton industry to deteriorate or to dis-
appear. I do believe that there’s a strong cor-
relation between the health of the cotton in-
dustry and the prosperity of our countries. 

So you indeed gave us some advice. I could 
repeat some of this advice. He said, ‘‘Do ev-
erything you can to bring added value.’’ 
That’s his first piece of advice. And he asked 
us to translate this into a vision, and this vi-
sion must also be part of a political vision 
and of a strategy. And I answered him, ‘‘You 
are perfectly right.’’ We ourselves—this was 
the direction that we have chosen for our-
selves. But we are limited by various con-
straints, such as the shortcomings of some 
of our infrastructure, which are indispen-
sable. 

For example, electricity; I even told him 
that electricity for the textile industry is basi-
cally what blood is for the human body. That 
we do have basic issues, basic shortcomings, 
in terms of energy, electricity, water, and so 
on, truly, and if you could help us in that 
regard. And he told me to—recommend to 
talk to OPIC, in terms of the United States, 
and to create a partnership between the pri-
vate and public sectors to allow us to move 
ahead. 

And I reassured him, and I told him that 
this issue is being discussed within the com-
munities that we have, ECOWAS, so that we 
can indeed come up with a subregional strat-
egy, because our countries, taken alone, can-
not do anything by themself, especially when 
you look at the difference in the Asian coun-
tries, in terms of their textile agencies. And 
practically no country in the world can com-
pete against them. 

So of course, the President did not fail to 
follow up this question that I asked him when 
I was at the White House, namely the issue 
of subsidies. I think you are, indeed, right. 

Of course, he believed that this was an Amer-
ican issue, and that it’s not even at his level 
that the core issue is being discussed—it’s 
at the Senate; it’s in Congress—and that in 
reality, his concern is to ensure that these 
efforts towards other countries—in order to 
resume the Doha cycle. It’s through that 
Doha cycle that we’ll come up with a solu-
tion. And he said, ‘‘If Europe moves, if China 
moves, and if everyone else moves this, 
America moves.’’ And I said, ‘‘You’re abso-
lutely right.’’ But there’s one other issue, be-
cause when we talked about—with European 
leaders, they told me, ‘‘Well, if America 
moves, we Europeans, we will move our-
selves.’’ So—and he says, ‘‘Now, if Europe 
moves, well, we will move.’’ 

So since the America is the great America, 
I do hope that great America will move, be-
cause I wrote to him when this issue was 
being debated in Congress. And I told him, 
truly, please intervene personally to ensure 
that the United States will indeed be the first 
to make the move. 

So today I applaud the fact that he did 
remember my request, but he did say you 
can count on him personally, on great Amer-
ica, to ensure that the Doha round will re-
sume. And of course, we will come up with 
a solution to this—of world governance—to 
ensure that international trade can truly help 
the development of the poorest countries, of 
which we are. 

So that’s where we are. That’s in the up-
date. I would like to thank him very much, 
because he was the first one, personally, to 
ask this question. 

President Bush. Yes, I brought it up be-
cause it was on his mind. Look, the way to 
solve this issue is for the Doha round to suc-
ceed. And the United States has made moves 
on agricultural subsidies at the—during the 
negotiations. As a matter of fact, the talks 
were stalled earlier in my Presidency, and 
I gave a speech that said, we’re going to move 
on subsidies, and we expect others to, but 
we’ll take the first step—and have. 

And so we’ll see what happens. These are 
serious negotiations, but our attitude is, is 
that we’re willing to reduce agricultural sub-
sidies. We just want to have access to peo-
ple’s markets, just like they’ve got to our mar-
kets. And I told the President I was fairly 
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optimistic that we can succeed with the Doha 
round, and we’ll keep working it. 

I also said that commodities—whether the 
United States has subsidies or not, commod-
ities—cotton can be overproduced. There’s 
a lot of cotton producers. And so the best 
way to deal with commodity swings is to be 
a value-added processor; take the cotton and 
convert it into a product people want. And 
that’s why we got into the discussion about 
electricity needs and, you know, is there in-
vestment capital available. And now it’s in 
Washington, DC, that OPIC has got some 
expanded programs that he ought to look 
into. So it was a good discussion. 

Ann [Ann Compton, ABC News]. 

U.S. Role in Africa/Situation in Darfur 
Q. What specifically do you expect to see 

coming out of Secretary Rice’s visit in Kenya 
for a few hours on Monday? How much can 
get done on Monday? 

And for both of you, at what point does 
it take more active intervention by an Amer-
ican President in some of the trouble spots 
here in Africa? 

President Bush. Well, first, you know, 
I’ve been very active, in this sense: Every 
time I meet with a world leader that could 
affect the outcome of a particular issue, I 
bring it up and expect there to be, you know, 
focus and concrete action. For example, I’ve 
spent a fair amount of time with Hu Jintao 
on Darfur, talking about the need for us to 
work collaboratively on Darfur—the same in 
Burma. In other words, what—these meet-
ings give me an opportunity to talk about 
ways forward in trouble spots. 

In terms of Condi’s visit, I will—the key 
is, is that the leaders hear from her firsthand 
U.S. desires to see that there be no violence 
and that there be a power-sharing agreement 
that will help this nation resolve its difficul-
ties. That’s what diplomacy is, and we’ve 
been very active on all fronts. Ours—after 
all, back to Darfur, ours is the first and prob-
ably only nation that’s declared it a genocide. 

And, you know, I had a tough decision to 
make early on, and that is whether to send 
troops into Darfur. And I think I’ve discussed 
this with you all before, that I made the deci-
sion not to, upon the recommendation of a 
lot of the groups involved in Darfur as well 

as other folks. I’ve listened very carefully to 
their—whether we should or shouldn’t, but 
once you make that decision, then there’s not 
many other avenues except for the United 
Nations and the peacekeeping forces. And 
that’s where we spend a lot of time and en-
ergy trying to get there to be an effective 
response. 

The African Union stepped forward ini-
tially. And one of the reasons I’m going to 
Rwanda is to thank President Kagame for his 
strong efforts in Darfur as a—as one of the 
real leaders in providing peacekeepers. 

But we’ve been plenty active on these 
issues. And we’ll continue to be active on 
these issues because they’re important issues 
for the U.S. security and for our interests. 

Well, Mr. President, thank you. Like, press 
conference over. [Laughter] 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
9:59 a.m. at Cadjehoun International Airport. In 
his remarks, he referred to Chantal de Souza Yayi, 
wife of President Yayi; Secretary-General Ban Ki- 
moon and former Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
of the United Nations; President Hu Jintao of 
China; and President Paul Kagame of Rwanda. 
President Yayi and some reporters spoke in 
French, and their remarks were translated by an 
interpreter. 

The President’s Radio Address 
February 16, 2008 

Good morning. At the stroke of midnight 
tonight, a vital intelligence law that is helping 
protect our Nation will expire. Congress had 
the power to prevent this from happening, 
but chose not to. 

The Senate passed a good bill that would 
have given our intelligence professionals the 
tools they need to keep us safe. But leaders 
in the House of Representatives blocked a 
House vote on the Senate bill and then left 
on a 10-day recess. 

Some congressional leaders claim that this 
will not affect our security. They are wrong. 
Because Congress failed to act, it will be 
harder for our Government to keep you safe 
from terrorist attack. At midnight, the Attor-
ney General and the Director of National In-
telligence will be stripped of their power to 
authorize new surveillance against terrorist 
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threats abroad. This means that as terrorists 
change their tactics to avoid our surveillance, 
we may not have the tools we need to con-
tinue tracking them, and we may lose a vital 
lead that could prevent an attack on America. 

In addition, Congress has put intelligence 
activities at risk even when the terrorists 
don’t change tactics. By failing to act, Con-
gress has created a question about whether 
private sector companies who assist in our 
efforts to defend you from the terrorists 
could be sued for doing the right thing. Now, 
these companies will be increasingly reluc-
tant to provide this vital cooperation because 
of their uncertainty about the law and fear 
of being sued by class-action trial lawyers. 

For 6 months, I urged Congress to take 
action to ensure this dangerous situation did 
not come to pass. I even signed a 2-week 
extension of the existing law because Mem-
bers of Congress said they would use that 
time to work out their differences. The Sen-
ate used this time productively and passed 
a good bill with a strong, bipartisan super- 
majority of 68 votes. Republicans and Demo-
crats came together on legislation to ensure 
that we could effectively monitor those seek-
ing to harm our people. And they voted to 
provide fair and just liability protection for 
companies that assisted in efforts to protect 
America after the attacks of 9/11. 

The Senate sent this bill to the House for 
its approval. It was clear that if given a vote, 
the bill would have passed the House with 
a bipartisan majority. I made every effort to 
work with the House to secure passage of 
this law. I even offered to delay my trip to 
Africa if we could come together and enact 
a good bill. But House leaders refused to let 
the bill come to a vote. Instead, the House 
held partisan votes that do nothing to keep 
our country safer. House leaders chose poli-
tics over protecting the country, and our 
country is at greater risk as a result. 

House leaders have no excuse for this fail-
ure. They knew all along that this deadline 
was approaching because they set it them-
selves. My administration will take every step 
within our power to minimize the damage 
caused by the House’s irresponsible behav-
ior. Yet it is still urgent that Congress act. 
The Senate has shown the way by approving 
a good, bipartisan bill. The House must pass 

that bill as soon as they return to Washington 
from their latest recess. 

At this moment, somewhere in the world, 
terrorists are planning a new attack on Amer-
ica, and Congress has no higher responsibility 
than ensuring we have the tools to stop them. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:45 a.m., 
e.d.t., on February 15 in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m., 
e.d.t., on February 16. The transcript was made 
available by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
February 15 but was embargoed for release until 
the broadcast. Due to the 6-hour time difference, 
the radio address was broadcast after the Presi-
dent’s remarks in Benin. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address. 

The President’s News Conference 
With President Jakaya Mrisho 
Kikwete of Tanzania in Dar es 
Salaam, Tanzania 

February 17, 2008 

President Kikwete. Mr. President, wel-
come. I stand before you with a deep sense 
of gratitude and satisfaction to once again 
welcome you, Mr. President, and your entire 
delegation to our dear country, Tanzania. 
The outpouring of warmth and affection 
from the people of Tanzania that you have 
witnessed since your arrival is a genuine re-
flection of what we feel towards you and to-
wards the American people. 

Welcome, Your Excellency, and your great 
wife, Madam Laura Bush, as enduring part-
ners for our empowerment as we struggle 
to pull ourselves to prosperity and back from 
backwardness and undevelopment, infested 
by poverty, disease, and deprivation of basic 
social and economic services. We welcome 
you, Mr. President, as a supportive and un-
derstanding partner as we take the necessary 
measures to promote democracy, human 
rights, and good governance. You are a de-
pendable partner, indeed, in the pursuit of 
ensuring national, as well as regional, peace 
and stability in the African Continent. 

Mr. President, you have shown great com-
passion for Africa and its people. You have 
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personally reached out using different initia-
tives, instruments, and moral leadership to 
support Africa’s efforts to improve govern-
ance, to fight poverty, to seek shared pros-
perity, to resolve conflict, to improve secu-
rity, and jointly to fight the scourge of ter-
rorism. Tanzania has been and is committed 
and poised to continue being an important 
partner and beneficiary of your empathy and 
support towards the African peoples. 

Mr. President, we thank you for your deep 
understanding and empathy for the chal-
lenges we face on the African Continent. And 
we truly appreciate what you have done to 
support us where we needed support for the 
sake of welfare and dignity of our people. 

Ten days ago in Washington, DC, at the 
56th National Prayer Breakfast, the keynote 
speaker and a close friend of Africa, Ward 
Brehm, Chairman of African Development 
Foundation, spoke eloquently of the fourfold 
increase in various forms of support to Africa 
under your administration. There was imme-
diately an extended applause and standing 
ovation from the 4,000 people in the audi-
ence from the 155 countries. Today I want 
you to know that we in Tanzania who have 
benefited and are continuing to benefit from 
your commitment to Africa join in that thun-
derous applause and standing ovation. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 
President Kikwete. Mr. President, today, 

there are thousands of women and children 
who have—would have died from malaria 
that are alive in Tanzania and all over the 
country thanks to your malaria support pro-
gram. I can give the example of Zanzibar. 
In 2004 in the outpatient clinic, 500,000 ma-
laria patients were treated; in 2007, only 
10,000. In 2004 in Zanzibar, 40 percent of 
the patients tested positive for malaria; in 
2007, only 5 percent. When the blood slide 
is taken, 35 percent tested positive for ma-
laria in 2004; in 2007, only 1 percent. 

I can go on and on and say and mention 
examples, but this is only a very brief press 
briefing. Today, there are thousands of chil-
dren who have managed to avoid joining the 
already long list of orphans and who continue 
to enjoy the love, guidance, and support of 
their parents who are alive because of the 
AIDS care and treatment they get with the 
support of PEPFAR initiative. Mr. President, 

thank you. Today, as a result of PEPFAR, 
parents with AIDS are able to take care of 
their children. 

And here today we have signed the Millen-
nium Challenge compact, the largest ever. 
This funding will go a long way towards ad-
dressing some of our critical infrastructure 
challenges, which have for a long time been 
an obstacle to our growth and development. 
We very much thank you, Mr. President. We 
thank your esteemed Government for agree-
ing with us to give the infrastructure sector 
the priority it deserves. 

Your decision that this compact should be 
signed here in Dar es Salaam today speaks 
volumes about how deep you have Tanzania 
in your heart. We are also grateful to the 
United States Congress for accepting your 
administration’s request to fund the Tanza-
nian compact package. We also thank the 
MCC Board and the very able leadership of 
Secretary Rice. We appreciate the tremen-
dous efforts of Ambassador Danilovich and 
his staff in making this day possible. 

Let me end by saying that different people 
may have different views about you and your 
administration and your legacy, but we in 
Tanzania, if we are to speak for ourselves and 
for Africa, we know for sure that you, Mr. 
President, and your administration have been 
good friends of our country and have been 
good friends of Africa. 

I know you leave office in about 12 months 
time. Rest assured that you will be remem-
bered for many generations to come for the 
good things you have done for Tanzania and 
the good things you have done for Africa. 
Your legacy will be that of saving hundreds 
of thousands of mothers’ and children’s lives 
from malaria, preventing new HIV infections 
and giving hope to those infected through 
care and treatment, and helping millions of 
young men and women get education. Last 
but not least, the legacy of assisting African 
nations and peoples build capacity for their 
own growth and development. 

And today with the signing of the MCA 
compact, you are making it possible for the 
people of Tanzania to chart a brighter future 
underpinned by growth, opportunity, and de-
mocracy. We owe it to you and, indeed, to 
the American people that this compact meet 
its objectives and becomes a source of pride 
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and satisfaction for our two governments and 
peoples. 

We owe it to you, Mr. President, and, in-
deed, to our people that in governing this 
dear country of ours, we act in a manner that 
will justify this tremendous trust and con-
fidence you have shown in us. This is my 
promise. I thank you, and welcome. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thanks 
for your very generous comments. Vipi 
mambo? 

President Kikwete. Poa! [Laughter] 
President Bush. For the uneducated, 

that’s Swahili for, ‘‘Howdy, you all.’’ [Laugh-
ter] 

Mr. President, I thank you for your invita-
tion. It’s a real pleasure to set foot in your 
beautiful country. Laura and I are honored 
that you invited us, and we’re so grateful for 
the warm welcome we received last night. 
It was very moving, for those of us racing 
through the streets of Dar es Salaam, to see 
thousands of people there greeting us. And 
I really do want to extend my thanks. 

Mr. President, I stand next to you advo-
cating to our people strong initiatives on be-
half of the people of Tanzania, because 
you’re a strong leader. I’ll just put it bluntly: 
America doesn’t want to spend money on 
people who steal the money from the people. 
[Laughter] We like dealing with honest peo-
ple and compassionate people. We want our 
money to go to help the human condition 
and to lift human lives. We act not out of 
guilt, but out of compassion, Mr. President. 
And that’s why we’re in your beautiful coun-
try. I also appreciate the fact that you’re— 
have been elected the Chairman of the Afri-
can Union; it speaks to your leadership. 

We are partners in democracy. We believe 
that governments ought to respond to the 
people. We’re also partners in fighting dis-
ease, extending opportunity, and working for 
peace. Mr. President, I mentioned I was 
proud to sign, along with the President, the 
largest Millennium Challenge Account in the 
history of the United States here in Tanzania. 
It will provide nearly $700 million over 5 
years to improve Tanzania’s transportation 
network, secure, reliable supplies of energy, 
and expand access to clean and safe water. 

My hope is that such an initiative will be 
part of a effort to transform parts of this 

country to become more hopeful places, Mr. 
President. We join you in this because of 
your Government and your personal commit-
ment to fight corruption, to invest in the edu-
cation and health of your people, and to ac-
cept and expand marketplace economics. 
Those are the conditions of the Millennium 
Challenge Account. Oh, in the past, countries 
would give aid and hope for the best. Amer-
ica believes that people can achieve high 
standards, and therefore, our support to you 
is based upon our belief and your perform-
ance when it comes to achieving high stand-
ards. 

The United States and Tanzania are work-
ing together to fight disease. As the President 
mentioned—that our efforts are really fo-
cused on HIV/AIDS and malaria. Since I’ve 
been the President, the number of 
antiretrovirals extended to people on the 
continent of Africa have grown from 50,000 
to over 1.2 million people. And I tell people 
in America, that’s great; that’s good. We’ve 
measured it, and it’s successful. But it’s only 
a start, Mr. President. 

And therefore, I’ve gone to our Congress 
to get them to double the amount of HIV/ 
AIDS money for the continent of Africa. The 
plan we put in place, the strategy we put in 
place is working. And Congress needs to 
make sure that this HIV/AIDS plan, 
PEPFAR, gets reauthorized for a 5-year pe-
riod of time. We don’t want people guessing 
on the continent of Africa whether or not 
the generosity of the American people will 
continue. 

I appreciate very much your focus on ma-
laria as well. It breaks my heart to know that 
little children are dying needlessly because 
of a mosquito bite. I also fully understand, 
like you do, Mr. President, that this is a solu-
ble problem. It takes some money, but it also 
takes organization. It takes the willingness to 
distribute nets and insecticides and edu-
cation to the people, and that’s what you’re 
doing. 

I appreciate the fact that you brought up 
the example of Zanzibar. It is an example 
for all on the continent of Africa of what can 
happen. I mean, this is a place that had been 
sorely affected by malaria. Today, as Mr. 
President pointed out, the number of infec-
tions have declined dramatically, and that 
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ought to make the people of Tanzania feel 
good. It also ought to make the American 
people feel good, to know that their tax-
payers’ dollars are going to save human lives. 
And it’s in our interests—it’s in our moral 
interest that we continue to do so. 

And so, Mr. President, we’re so proud of 
the efforts that you and your Government 
and the people at the grassroots level have 
made to distribute nets and insecticides, all 
in the aim of answering a universal call to 
protect the most vulnerable amongst us. And 
we’re proud to be your partner. 

We also talked about international affairs. 
I appreciate the President’s strong advice. 
One reason he was elected to be the head 
of the AU is, he knows what he’s talking 
about. Therefore, it’s important for me to lis-
ten to him, which I have done. [Laughter] 

We talked about Zimbabwe. There’s no 
doubt the people of Zimbabwe deserve a 
Government that serves their interests and 
recognizes their basic human rights and 
holds free and fair elections. That’s in the 
interest of the people of Zimbabwe. It hap-
pens to be in the interest of the world as 
well. 

We discussed the genocide in Darfur, and 
America provides a lot of food aid to the peo-
ple in Darfur. We’re trying to help them. But 
the truth of the matter is, there are obstacles 
to peace in Darfur. And that is one of the 
reasons we’ve imposed tough sanctions— 
real, meaningful sanctions against those who 
are stopping progress toward alleviating the 
human suffering in Darfur. 

I do want to appreciate the fact—to ex-
press my appreciation, Mr. President, that 
you’ve committed a battalion of Tanzanian 
troops to go to Darfur. And we’re proud to 
have worked with you to help them train up 
for the mission. 

So we’ve had a great visit so far, but, like, 
this is just the beginning of the visit. And 
I’m looking forward to having dinner with 
you tonight, looking forward to traveling to 
parts of your country to see firsthand the 
great compassionate works that are taking 
place. And again, I want to thank you for 
your hospitality. You’re a good man, Mr. 
President, and I’m proud to call you friend. 
[Laughter] 

Moderator. I thank His Excellency. 
Thank you. Thank you very much for those 
excellent statements. And now with your per-
mission, we will invite questions from the 
media. As we said, it will be two questions 
from both sides, and I will start with the Tan-
zanian side. And I will call on—[inaudible]— 
to ask the first question. Mr.—[inaudible]— 
please. 

President Bush. You better use the 
mike—[inaudible]. I’m a little old these days. 
[Laughter] I’m not hearing very well. 

U.S. Role in Africa/President’s Visit to 
Africa 

Q. My question goes to you, Mr. Presi-
dent. Your visit has come rather late, during 
the end of your Presidency. And I would like 
to know, why is it Tanzania and Africa in 
general so important now? 

President Bush. Yes. Thanks, yes. Africa 
has actually been important from the start 
of my administration. I’ll never forget having 
a conversation with then my—my then-Na-
tional Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice. It 
was early on in the administration, and we 
were talking about priorities and matters of 
emphasis. 

And she asked me whether or not I really 
cared about Africa, and my answer to her 
then is the same answer I will give to you 
now: Absolutely. It’s in our national interests 
that America help deal with hopelessness, 
and it’s our moral interests that we help 
brothers and sisters who hurt. It’s been the 
policy of the Bush administration since day 
one. That’s why, in the first 4 years of my 
administration, I went to Congress, and I 
asked them to double foreign aid to Africa. 
And then, as I began the second half of my 
administration, I asked them to double it 
again. Why? Because it’s in our interests to 
work on issues such as malaria and AIDS. 

It also appalled me very on, sir, in my ad-
ministration to realize that an entire genera-
tion of people could be lost to HIV/AIDS 
and that those of us who were comfortable 
weren’t doing much about it. I’m a man who 
believes in certain principles, and I refuse 
to yield from those principles. And one such 
principle is that to whom much is given, 
much is required. And a lot has been given 
to the United States of America. We’re a 
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* White House correction. 

blessed nation. And therefore, I felt all along 
it was incumbent upon us to help deal with 
this pandemic that was—could have literally 
wiped out an entire generation of Africans 
and left thousands and thousands of boys and 
girls orphaned. 

And so this has been a priority of mine. 
Why finally getting to Tanzania? I don’t have 
many excuses, except I’ve been a pretty busy 
guy. [Laughter] And secondly, it seems like 
a fortuitous time to come. After all, the re-
sults of our efforts are becoming more and 
more tangible, and there’s no better place 
to come than a place where people achieve 
results. 

Now, there’s still a lot of conflict here on 
this continent; I understand that. I was asked 
yesterday, ‘‘Well, how come you’re not going 
to the places of conflict?’’ Well, one reason 
you go to places of success is to show people 
what’s possible. I am going tomorrow [Tues-
day] * to a place that had been in serious con-
flict, however, and that’s Rwanda. And one 
of the reasons I’m going there is to show that 
after this horrible situation that occurred, 
there’s life and there’s hope and there’s 
progress. And one way to make sure that situ-
ations like that don’t occur, however, is to 
deal with the human condition. And that’s 
what this trip is all about. It’s heralding good 
leadership; it’s heralding honest government; 
and it’s focusing our help on local folks’ ef-
forts to deal with malaria and AIDS. And so 
thanks for the question. 

Q. Jennifer Loven of Associated Press. 
President Bush. Yes, Jennifer. 
Q. [Inaudible] 
President Bush. Oops, that’s not going to 

work. Okay, well, you block everybody’s view 
then. [Laughter] 

Q. Sorry. It’s kind of awkward. Thank you. 
President Bush. You’re handling it well, 

though. 

President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS 
Relief/Senator Barack Obama 

Q. I’m trying. On PEPFAR, there are 
many Democrats, as well as some medical 
experts, who say that the abstinence provi-
sion—spending such a chunk of the money 
on abstinence programs is too inflexible and 

should be dropped. Would you consider 
doing that? 

And then to President Kikwete, I’d like to 
ask you about American politics. There 
seems to be a lot of excitement here in Africa 
and in your country about Barack Obama. 
And I wonder what you think it says about 
America, that we might elect a black Presi-
dent with roots in Africa? 

President Bush. It seemed like there was 
a lot of excitement for me, wait a minute. 
[Laughter] Maybe I—maybe you missed it. 

Anyway, look, my attitude toward Con-
gress is, look, see what works. PEPFAR is 
working. It is a balanced program. It is an 
ABC program: abstinence; be faithful; and 
condoms. It’s a program that’s been proven 
effective. And I understand there’s voices on 
both ends of the political spectrum trying to 
alter the program. I would ask Congress to 
listen to leaders on the continent of Africa, 
find—analyze what works, stop the squab-
bling, and get the program reauthorized. One 
of the worst things that can happen is, there’s 
uncertainty. You got a lot of faith-based pro-
viders and community organizers here won-
dering whether or not America will keep its 
commitment. 

And so I—you know, I can understand de-
bates, and those are fine. But they need to 
end the debates, adopt a reasonable policy— 
I happen to think the current policy is rea-
sonable; after all, it’s working—and get it 
done. 

You want to answer the American polit-
ical—[laughter]. See, she didn’t ask me it be-
cause she knew I wouldn’t answer the ques-
tion. [Laughter] 

President Kikwete. Well, I don’t think I 
can venture into that territory either. Of 
course, people talk with excitement of 
Obama. Well, our excitement is that Presi-
dent Bush is at the end of his term and the 
U.S. is going to get a new President. Who-
ever that one is, for us, the most important 
thing is, let him be as good friend of Africa 
as President Bush has been. 

President Bush. Thank you. 
Moderator. I will now take the second 

and final question from the Tanzanian press. 
President Kikwete. Of course if I can— 

maybe let me just say about PEPFAR, let 
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me just make an appeal: Let PEPFAR con-
tinue. This is a passionate appeal from us. 
It has been quite useful, as I was saying in 
my speech. There would have been so many 
orphans to date had it not been for PEPFAR, 
the care and treatment—so many parents 
now who have been infected can live. And 
some of them can live as many years as pos-
sible, as long as they adhere to the ABCs 
of the person infected with HIV living on 
ARVs. 

So can you imagine if this program is dis-
continued or disrupted? There would be so 
many people who will lose hope, and cer-
tainly, there will be death. You create more 
orphans. My passionate appeal is for 
PEPFAR to continue. Through PEPFAR, 
you know, we did nationwide testing. In 6 
months, we have been able to have 3.4 mil-
lion people tested, and through PEPFAR, we 
got 2 million test kits. Had it not been for 
PEPFAR, we would have done less than that. 
So it’s for us—really, for PEPFAR not to con-
tinue, well, it’s a recipe for disaster for us. 
That’s what I can say. 

President Bush. Yes. Thank you. 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 
Moderator. A final question from the 

Tanzanian side, and I would want to recog-
nize Richard from the Citizen. 

U.S. Foreign Policy in Africa 
Q. Thank you. President George Bush, 

you are here with President Kikwete, who 
was recently elected as the head of African 
Union. Can you promise the people of Afri-
ca—how will you support President Kikwete 
in next 12 months to make sure that the long- 
end crisis in Darfur, Somalia, and the recent 
tribal clashes in Kenya are solved effectively? 

President Bush. Thank you. We have 
been actively engaged in diplomatic efforts 
on the continent of Africa for a long period 
of time and very engaged since I’ve been the 
President. You might remember, Liberia was 
an issue early on in my Presidency. We en-
gaged both diplomatically and, to a certain 
extent, militarily, in that I sent U.S. marines 
off the USS Iwo Jima onto—into Liberia to 
help stabilize the situation. As a matter of 
fact, I’m going to Liberia as my last stop on 
this very important trip to support the Presi-
dent, the first elected woman President on 

the continent of Africa, and to remind her 
that the U.S.’s help will be constant and en-
during. 

And so step one, you can be assured that 
we’re interested in the affairs of Africa. All 
you have to do is look at the—at what we’ve 
done in this administration. 

Secondly, I’ve always believed that we 
ought to support African leaders and not im-
pose our views on African leaders. I mean, 
there’s a certain amount of trust that goes 
with good foreign policy, and we trust your 
President to make the right decisions to help 
resolve some of these conflicts, and we’ll be 
active in the process. 

So you mentioned Kenya. As a matter of 
fact, we spent a fair amount of time dealing 
with Kenya. The President informed me 
about his discussions with Kofi Annan, and 
we support the Annan missions very strongly. 
And to that end, our Secretary of State, 
Condoleezza Rice, will be going to Kenya to-
morrow. And it’s just—I find it interesting— 
I think you ought to find it illustrative—that 
prior to her trip, she and I spent time dis-
cussing a mutual strategy with the President: 
How best can we help the process? Not what 
we should do to dictate to the process, but 
what can America do to help the process 
move along? 

And so our position—and by the way, 
when it comes to AU efforts in areas where 
it requires—which requires peacekeepers, 
we’ve been very strong about helping to train 
and transport or arrange transportation for 
peacekeepers into troubled areas. And so our 
record speaks for itself, and it—the way 
we’ve conducted our foreign policy with Afri-
ca is, one, it’s been a priority, and two, as 
I say, we come to the continent not out of 
guilt but out of compassion. And we come 
to the continent with confidence that there 
are leaders here who are very capable of 
charting the way forward to peaceful resolu-
tion of conflicts. 

Q. Toby Zakaria [Tabassum Zakaria] of 
Reuters, please. 

President Bush. It’s the old reporter shuf-
fle here. 

Kosovo/Darfur 
Q. Mr. President, do you support Kosovo 

declaring independence from Serbia? And 
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would the United States recognize it as an 
independent state? 

And Mr. President, as head of the African 
Union, how do you get more peacekeepers 
into Darfur? 

President Bush. Well, first, on Kosovo, 
our position is that its status must be resolved 
in order for the Balkans to be stable. Sec-
ondly, we have strongly supported the 
Ahtisaari plan. Thirdly, we are heartened by 
the fact that the Kosovo Government has 
clearly proclaimed its willingness and its de-
sire to support Serbian rights in Kosovo. We 
also believe it’s in Serbia’s interests to be 
aligned with Europe, and the Serbian people 
can know that they have a friend in America. 
Finally, the United States will continue to 
work with our allies to do the very best we 
can to make sure there’s no violence. And 
so those are the principles going into the 
Kosovo issue. 

Q. But will the United States recognize 
it? 

President Bush. I suggest you study the 
Ahtisaari plan. Not to be, like, the, you know, 
grumpy guy. 

President Kikwete. Well, how to get— 
how do we get more peacekeepers into 
Darfur? Of course, what has been delaying 
getting more peacekeepers has been the lack 
of understanding between the U.N. and the 
Government of Sudan on the status of forces 
agreement. Now that one has been signed, 
I think it has cleared the way. There are 
many volunteers, and as Chair of the African 
Union, we certainly seek out more and more 
volunteers as they are needed. We use our 
good offices to see more and more African 
countries contribute. We have volunteered 
to contribute one battalion. If there is need 
for another one, we will certainly do that. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
10:29 a.m. at the State House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of 
Liberia; former Secretary-General Kofi Annan of 
the United Nations; and former President Martti 
Ahtisaari of Finland, United Nations Special 
Envoy of the Secretary-General for the Future 
Status Process for Kosovo. President Kikwete re-
ferred to John J. Danilovich, Chief Executive Offi-
cer, Millennium Challenge Corporation. 

Remarks During a Visit to Amana 
District Hospital in Dar es Salaam 
February 17, 2008 

President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete of 
Tanzaniya. Mr. President, First Lady, my 
dear wife—Mr. President, welcome again to 
Amana Hospital. Well, let me use this oppor-
tunity to thank you so much, again, for 
PEPFAR, the President’s Emergency Plan 
for AIDS Relief. 

Through PEPFAR, we got these two 
buildings, a facility we just visited and, again, 
this clinic. In Dar es Salaam, there are three 
of these buildings, one in each of the dis-
tricts, and then we have five smaller ones. 
About 40 patients have been registered, and 
24 are already on ARVs, because they are 
eligible. I’m not a doctor, but they say the 
levels of CD4 count, then they reach a cer-
tain level above 300, where they say, now 
they have got to go to start treatment. 

Well, the significance of this is the people 
we have around here. There is Tatu. She has 
her own story to tell, I’m sure. There is a 
couple—Steven, where is the wife? Where 
is your wife? Bring your wife here. This is 
Janet; this is Steven. They are a couple. And 
when she was pregnant, she was diagnosed 
as being HIV-positive. So then she came 
under care and treatment. The baby there 
is healthy. 

So we can see, these are some of the typ-
ical examples of the success of this kind— 
this program. Had they not—had there not 
been a program to test them, well, they might 
not be there. So one of the advantages is that 
their son is healthy; they are under treat-
ment; they are healthy; they are doing their 
own work. So that son is lucky. He is not 
orphaned thanks to the PEPFAR program. 

And then we have—Honorati Shirima— 
yes, and ex-military, I’m told—yes, retired. 
But I’m told when he came here, he was in 
very bad shape. He was in bad, bad shape. 
He was almost dying. So he started the pro-
gram of ARVs, and you can see how he looks 
now. He looks healthy; he looks much better 
than what he was. 

So all that I can say, President, is words 
of appreciation and thanksgiving. It has done 
a tremendous job. You know Tatu; you know 
her story. She was in Congress recently. So 
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I can tell you—this is what I can say to wel-
come you, is to thank you. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 
President Kikwete. Thank you so much 

for the initiative. It has done so much for 
our people. It has given a future—as I was 
saying this morning, many children now have 
been saved from being orphans, and the ex-
ample is that man and this girl here. So thank 
you so much, Mr. President. 

President Bush. Well, Mr. President, 
thanks for having us. I really appreciate you 
suggesting a stop here at the Amana Hospital 
District. The American people have built two 
of the wings of this hospital, and I wanted 
to come here precisely to let the American 
people know how important their generosity 
is to the—to helping save lives. 

And doc, I thank you for setting up this 
meeting. We’re so honored to be with the 
doctors and the healers as well as those who 
have been helped by the program. One of 
the main reasons that I want to make sure 
the American people know that this program 
is successful is because I want this program 
to continue to be funded. It’s in our national 
interests that the American generosity con-
tinue beyond my Presidency. 

And so, Mr. President, one way to send 
a clear message to the good people of our 
country is that their generosity is saving lives. 
And we really appreciate those whose lives 
have been saved to come and share their sto-
ries. And Tatu, it’s good to see you again. 
She was at the State of the Union Address, 
she and Faith, sitting with Laura and our two 
daughters. And your smile is bright today as 
it was then. [Laughter] So it’s good to see 
you. And doctor, thank you. 

President Kikwete. She has hope. Now 
she has hope for the future. 

President Bush. She has hope and Faith. 
[Laughter] 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:35 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Chalamilla E. Guerino, 
field director of HIV and AIDS care and treat-
ment, Amana District Hospital; and Tatu Msangi, 
registered nurse, Kilimanjaro Christian Medical 
Center, and her daughter, Faith Mang’ehe. Presi-
dent Kikwete referred to his wife, Salma Kikwete 
of Tanzania. 

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by 
President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete of 
Tanzania in Dar es Salaam 
February 17, 2008 

President Bush. Mr. President, thank you 
very much, sir, for your gracious and warm 
hospitality. Madam, thank you very much. 
Mr. President, thank you for coming back 
from Germany today. Laura and I are 
touched. This has been a spectacular trip. It’s 
not over, because tomorrow we’re going to 
tour more of your country. 

President Kikwete. You’ll be—— 
President Bush. I’ll be—[laughter]. But 

I must say that our trip here has exceeded 
my expectations. I knew you were an accom-
plished Government. After all, you’ve dra-
matically reduced malaria; you’re in the proc-
ess of dramatically reducing HIV/AIDS. My 
country has awarded you the largest Millen-
nium Challenge grant ever in the history of 
our Nation, all because your Government is 
committed to honest, decent government for 
the people. 

I have been extremely touched, as has 
Laura, by the outpouring of support by the 
great people of Tanzania. And so, Mr. Presi-
dent, I too would like to propose a toast: To 
you and your family, to the people of Tan-
zania, and to our friendship, may it be long- 
lasting. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:58 p.m. at the 
State House. In his remarks, he referred to Salma 
Kikwete, wife of President Kikwete. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
also included the remarks of President Kikwete. 
A tape was not available for the verification of 
the content of these remarks. 

Remarks Following a Tour of Meru 
District Hospital in Arusha, Tanzania 
February 18, 2008 

Habari zenu. We have just toured the hos-
pital here, which is on the forefront of Tanza-
nia’s fight against malaria. I want to thank 
you, doc, for leading the tour, and thank you 
for your compassion. I appreciate the com-
missioner welcoming us to the district. I also 
want to thank Minister Mwakyusa for joining 
us here in Arusha. I’m grateful for the mem-
bers of the diplomatic corps who’ve joined 
us. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 12:20 Feb 26, 2008 Jkt 214250 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P07FET4.022 P07FET4ys
hi

ve
rs

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

62
 w

ith
 P

R
E

S
D

O
C

S
T



235 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / Feb. 18 

During the visit at this hospital, we met 
pregnant women who will receive insecti-
cide-treated bed nets. We witnessed a pedi-
atric ward and observed children being diag-
nosed and treated. We saw how an historic 
partnership is saving lives across the con-
tinent of Africa. 

For years, malaria has been a health crisis 
in sub-Saharan Africa. The disease keeps sick 
workers home, schoolyards quiet, and com-
munities in mourning. The suffering caused 
by malaria is needless, and every death 
caused by malaria is unacceptable. It is unac-
ceptable to people here in Africa, who see 
their families devastated and their economies 
crippled. It is unacceptable to people in the 
United States, who believe every human life 
has value and that the power to save lives 
comes with the moral obligation to use it. 

In 2005, I announced that the United 
States would work to save lives through our 
malaria initiative. Under this 5-year, $1.2 bil-
lion program, we’re working with 15 African 
countries to cut malaria-related deaths by 
half. 

Our strategy to achieve this goal is straight-
forward. First, the initiative supports indoor 
residual spraying to keep deadly mosquitoes 
at bay. Here in Tanzania, spraying campaigns 
have reached hundreds of thousands of 
homes and have protected more than a mil-
lion people. 

Second, the initiative supports treatment 
for those who are most vulnerable to malaria, 
especially pregnant women. Here in Tan-
zania, more than 2,400 health workers have 
been trained to provide specialized treatment 
that prevents malaria in expectant mothers. 

Third, the initiative provides life-saving 
drugs. Here in Tanzania, the program has 
supported more than 1 million courses of 
treatment and has trained more than 5,000 
health workers in how to use them. 

Fourth, the initiative supports the distribu-
tion of insecticide-treated bed nets, and 
Laura and I are about to distribute some of 
those bed nets. This is one of the simplest 
technologies imaginable, but it’s also one of 
the most effective. Here in Tanzania, we’re 
working with the Government and partners 
such as the Global Fund to provide bed net 
vouchers for infants and pregnant mothers. 
Women can use these vouchers to buy bed 

nets at local shops at a huge discount. So 
far, an estimated 5 million vouchers have 
been distributed through these programs. 

Today I’m pleased to announce new steps 
in the bed net campaign. Within the next 
6 months, the United States and Tanzania, 
in partnership with the World Bank and the 
Global Fund, will begin distributing 5.2 mil-
lion free bed nets. This ambitious nationwide 
program will provide enough nets to protect 
every child between the ages of 1 and 5 in 
Tanzania. 

The bed net campaign is supported by 
Tanzanian manufacturers, including A to Z 
Textiles, which we will visit later today. So 
as this campaign protects women and chil-
dren from malaria, it also boasts—boosts 
local economies. It helps develop a culture 
of bed net use that will be sustained long 
after relief programs have ended. 

Over the past 2 years, we’ve applied our 
strategy here in Tanzania, and we’re seeing 
results. In June 2006 at the district hospital 
in Muleba, more than 50 people died be-
cause of malaria. In June 2007, after a spray-
ing campaign supported by our malaria initia-
tive, the number of deaths had dropped to 
five. In Zanzibar, the percentage of infants 
infected with malaria has dropped from 
about 20 percent to less than 1 percent. 

The campaign to fight malaria has the sup-
port of government and private citizens alike. 
In the United States, schoolchildren have 
raised money to send bed nets to Africa. 
Houses of worship have sent their prayers 
and their faithful, compassionate men and 
women who travel here to confront the suf-
fering and heal the sick. 

Tanzanian citizens are stepping forward. 
In one area, residents launched a campaign 
called ‘‘Kataa Malaria’’; for those who don’t 
speak Swahili, it means ‘‘Reject Malaria.’’ 
[Laughter] As part of the campaign, workers 
went door-to-door to teach people how to 
use bed nets. They launched TV and radio 
ads. They spoke in mosques about malaria 
prevention and treatment. And their efforts 
are working. 

This is a campaign of compassion. This is 
a practical way to help save lives. It’s in the 
interests of the United States to save lives, 
and it’s in the interests of the Tanzanian Gov-
ernment to put forth an effective strategy. 
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Our interests are combined, and our interests 
are now making a significant effort. 

And so on behalf of the United States of 
America, we say, God bless you. And to the 
Tanzanian Government we say, thank you for 
your efficient and hard work. And so it’s been 
an honor to be with you. Asante. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:52 a.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Aziz Msuya, district med-
ical officer, Meru District Hospital; and Minister 
of Health and Social Welfare David Homeli 
Mwakyusa of Tanzania. 

Letter to President Fatmir Sejdiu of 
Kosovo Recognizing Kosovo as an 
Independent and Sovereign State 
February 18, 2008 

His Excellency 
Fatmir Sejdiu 
President of Kosovo 
Pristina 

Dear Mr. President: 
On behalf of the American people, I here-

by recognize Kosovo as an independent and 
sovereign state. I congratulate you and 
Kosovo’s citizens for having taken this impor-
tant step in your democratic and national de-
velopment. 

On this historic occasion, I note the deep 
and sincere bonds of friendship that unite 
our people. This friendship, cemented dur-
ing Kosovo’s darkest hours of tragedy, has 
grown stronger in the 9 years since war in 
Kosovo ended. Kosovo has since worked to 
rebuild its war-shattered society, establish 
democratic institutions, hold successful elec-
tions for a new government, and foster pros-
perity. As an independent state, Kosovo now 
assumes responsibility for its destiny. As in 
the past, the United States will be your part-
ner and your friend. 

In your request to establish diplomatic re-
lations with the United States, you expressed 
Kosovo’s desire to attain the highest stand-
ards of democracy and freedom. I fully wel-
come this sentiment. In particular, I support 
your embrace of multi-ethnicity as a prin-
ciple of good governance and your commit-
ment to developing accountable institutions 
in which all citizens are equal under the law. 

I also note that, in its declaration of inde-
pendence, Kosovo has willingly assumed the 
responsibilities assigned to it under the 
Ahtisaari Plan. The United States welcomes 
this unconditional commitment to carry out 
these responsibilities and Kosovo’s willing-
ness to cooperate fully with the international 
community during the period of international 
supervision to which you have agreed. The 
United States relies upon Kosovo’s assur-
ances that it considers itself legally bound to 
comply with the provisions in Kosovo’s Dec-
laration of Independence. I am convinced 
that full and prompt adoption of the meas-
ures proposed by U.N. Special Envoy 
Ahtisaari will bring Kosovo closer to fulfilling 
its Euro-Atlantic aspirations. 

On the basis of these assurances from the 
Government of Kosovo, I am pleased to ac-
cept your request that our two countries es-
tablish diplomatic relations. The United 
States would welcome the establishment by 
Kosovo of diplomatic representation in the 
United States and plans to do likewise in 
Kosovo. 

As Kosovo opens a new chapter in its his-
tory as an independent state, I look forward 
to the deepening and strengthening of our 
special friendship. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this letter. 

Remarks on Kosovo and an Exchange 
With Reporters in Dar es Salaam 
February 19, 2008 

The President. Good morning. Sunday, 
the people of Kosovo declared their inde-
pendence. They have asked the United States 
for diplomatic recognition, and yesterday the 
United States formally recognized Kosovo as 
a sovereign and independent nation. 

In it’s Declaration of Independence, 
Kosovo committed itself to the highest stand-
ards of democracy, including freedom and 
tolerance and justice for citizens of all ethnic 
backgrounds. These are principles that honor 
human dignity; they are values America looks 
for in a friend. And soon we will establish 
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full diplomatic relations with the new nation 
of Kosovo. 

We will work with the leaders of Kosovo 
to carry out a smooth and peaceful transition 
to independence. America welcomes 
Kosovo’s pledges to fully implement the plan 
of United Nations Special Envoy Ahtisaari 
and to accept a period of international super-
vision. We encourage Kosovo’s leaders to 
quickly adopt the provisions of the Ahtisaari 
plan, especially those designed to safeguard 
the rights of Kosovo’s non-Albanian commu-
nities. 

The independence of Kosovo is an historic 
step for the Balkans region. It presents an 
opportunity to move beyond the conflicts of 
the past and toward a future of freedom and 
stability and peace. The United States and 
the European Union must seize this oppor-
tunity to offer all the nations of this region 
the prospect of integration into the political, 
economic, and security structure of the 
Euro-Atlantic community. In this way, all the 
people of the Balkans will be able to see the 
promise of a better life for themselves and 
for their children. 

Thank you. I’ll answer a couple of ques-
tions. Mark [Mark Knoller, CBS Radio]. 

Kosovo Independence 
Q. Mr. President, isn’t this a poke in the 

eye to Vladimir Putin and the others who 
say you’re approving of secession movements 
everywhere implicitly? 

The President. Actually, we have been 
working very closely with the Russians, as we 
have with the Europeans and other nations 
on the—on Kosovo’s independence, because 
we believe it’s the right thing to do. You 
know, there’s a disagreement, but we believe, 
as do many other nations, that this is—history 
will prove this to be a correct move to bring 
peace to the Balkans. 

This strategy has been a long time coming. 
Yesterday, for example, we had a—worked 
out with our European allies the sequencing 
of it to make sure that there was a concerted 
and constant voice supporting this move. The 
United States supports this move because we 
believe it will bring peace. And now it’s up 
to all of us to work together to help the 
Kosovars realize that peace. And it’s impor-
tant for us to remind Kosovo, which I have 

just done, that they must honor their com-
mitments to support the rights of non-Alba-
nians, non-Kosovars’ rights inside the coun-
try. 

Q. Mr. President—— 

The President. Excuse me. Hans [Hans 
Nichols, Bloomberg News]. 

Kosovo Independence/Russia 

Q. Yes, Mr. President, thank you very 
much. When you talk about the sequencing 
of events, did you withhold the endorsement, 
the recognition, and wait until this morning 
for any particular reasons or as a favor to 
the Russians? 

The President. No. Hans, as I told you, 
we worked with the European nations. We 
had—this strategy was well-planned. And the 
endorsement, by the way, wasn’t held until 
this morning; it was issued last night by the 
State Department, as I mentioned in my re-
marks. 

But it was a way for us to create an effect 
that showed that the world was—many in the 
world were very supportive of the independ-
ence of Kosovo. Our position has been very 
clear all along. At the G–8, for example, I 
expressed—or in Albania, I expressed my po-
sition very clearly, so it shouldn’t come as 
a surprise to anybody. 

What you may be interested in knowing 
is that we have been in close consultation 
with the Russians all along. This wasn’t a sur-
prise to Russia. And, you know, today’s an-
nouncement is simply putting an exclamation 
point onto a series of announcements that 
have been made over the last 24 hours. 

Thank you all very much. See you in 
Rwanda. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:24 a.m. at Kili-
manjaro Hotel Kempinski Dar es Salaam. In his 
remarks, he referred to former President Martti 
Ahtisaari of Finland, United Nations Special 
Envoy of the Secretary-General for the Future 
Status Process for Kosovo. A reporter referred to 
President Vladimir Putin of Russia. 
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Remarks Following a Visit to Kigali 
Memorial Centre in Kigali, Rwanda 
February 19, 2008 

Laura and I have just finished going to a 
memorial for the—that recognizes the hor-
rors of the genocide that took place here. 
This is a moving place that can’t help but 
shake your emotions to your very foundation. 
It reminds me that we must not let these 
kind of actions take place; that—and that the 
people of Rwanda need help to reconcile, to 
move forward, after a brutal period. 

It’s a—I guess the only thing I can finish 
saying is that, you know, we ask for God’s 
blessings on those who still hurt and on those 
who long for help and on the kids whose lives 
had to have been deeply affected by the trau-
ma of the moment. And we thank the mu-
seum officials for their generosity and hospi-
tality and for putting on such an exhibit to 
remind people that there is evil in the world, 
and evil must be confronted. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:31 a.m. 

The President’s News Conference 
With President Paul Kagame of 
Rwanda in Kigali 
February 19, 2008 

President Kagame. President, it’s my 
great pleasure, it’s the pleasure of the whole 
country to welcome you, Mr. President, and 
Mrs. Laura Bush and your distinguished del-
egation. We thank you very much for your 
visit, your friendship, and your support. 
These have made a substantive difference to 
many lives in our country. 

President Bush. Thank you. 
President Kagame. The bilateral invest-

ment treaty that we have just signed is fur-
ther testimony to your commitment and the 
good will of the American people. Mr. Presi-
dent, your visit is a reflection that the United 
States and Rwanda have shared values. We 
believe in investing in our people. We share 
a commitment to expanding our people’s 
economic and the democratic aspirations. 
We believe in strong and effective institu-
tions accountable to our respective citizens. 

But as it is well appreciated, different coun-
tries begin their democratic and develop-
ment agenda from different circumstances. 

You saw for yourself there is also decades 
of bad politics and bad leadership when you 
visited the genocide memorial that you just 
saw this morning. The country you are vis-
iting today was vastly different 14 years ago, 
when the very survival of Rwanda as a nation 
was in question. But the Rwandan people re-
fused to give up hope, and we have instead 
embarked on the task of healing, reconstruc-
tion, and development. 

The results of these efforts may be illus-
trated by our modest achievements in such 
areas as education, health, and a general im-
provement towards sustainable economic 
growth. Rwandans and the more—especially 
our youth—have hope in a better future. Pri-
mary school enrollment has risen to about 
96 percent, spurred by tuition-free edu-
cation. In our concerted effort to invest in 
our people, we have extended universal edu-
cation to the very first 3 years of secondary 
education. And we intend to do more 
through the entire value chain of trade. 

In the field of health, immunization cov-
erage has risen to 95 percent. Thanks to 
American support and partnership, thou-
sands of Rwandan children and mothers are 
alive and have hope because of the Presi-
dent’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief pro-
gram. Malaria has almost been eliminated in 
our country due in large part to the Presi-
dent’s Malaria Initiative. 

On the economic front, today’s agreement 
will certainly deepen our economic collabo-
ration, Mr. President. Mr. President, we 
share a deep commitment to democracy and 
good governance. In this respect, we in 
Rwanda believe strongly in power sharing 
and consensus-building as a cornerstone of 
our political dispensation. This perspective 
has been made the center piece of our Con-
stitution, informed by our particular history 
and the circumstances that disenfranchised 
communities and political expressions— 
often leading to calamities. We know that 
governance has both universal and home-
grown features to allow for greater relevance. 
We believe we are making progress towards 
a balance between these imperatives. 
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Mr. President, the significance of your ad-
ministration’s record is illustrated by your 
strong leadership in many fields, including 
health, conflict resolution, promotion of in-
vestment and trade, and your insistence that 
we Africans take ownership of our own devel-
opment challenges and processes. Permit me 
to thank you once again for the attention 
you’ve paid our continent and our country. 
It may be stated that you have raised the 
bar of American-African relations, a level 
which the next President of the United States 
will not lower. 

We are very happy and honored to have 
you here, Mr. President and Mrs. Laura 
Bush. This is the second time Rwanda for 
the First Lady, and we appreciate that. I 
thank you for the trust and the confidence 
you have placed in our country. Mr. Presi-
dent, I thank you very much. 

President Bush. Mr. President, thanks. 
We’re proud—[applause]—we’re honored to 
be here. Thanks very much for inviting Laura 
and me to join you and Mrs. Kagame for 
lunch today in what has been, so far, a very 
important stop. We had good discussions on 
a variety of subjects. It is really inspiring for 
us to see people who have endured such suf-
fering respond with such hope. 

I really do want to congratulate you and 
the people in Rwanda for the remarkable re-
covery you have made. And I assure you, you 
have a steady friend in the United States. 
I appreciate the opportunity to visit with your 
cabinet as well. It’s important for my fellow 
citizens to know that I’m dealing with a re-
spected leader not only here at home but 
in the region. 

And so our discussions not only centered 
on the issues facing Rwanda but also how 
we can work together to bring peace to dif-
ferent parts of the continent of Africa. We’re 
cooperating to address violence and genocide 
in Darfur. The Rwandan people know the 
horrors of genocide. I find it—it’s not sur-
prising at all that the first nation to step up 
and say that we want to deploy peacekeepers 
was Rwanda. And I thank you for your lead-
ership, Mr. President. That’s a—it’s a strong 
statement on your part, and you remain one 
of the largest contributors to stability and 
peace in Darfur. 

And the United States is happy to help. 
We’ve trained—or helped train more than 
7,000 Rwanda peacekeepers. We’ve provided 
more than $17 million to equip and transport 
these forces into Darfur. The President men-
tioned something that I agree with, and that 
is, the role of the United States and others 
is to help African nations deal with African 
problems. 

And here’s an example of a collaborative 
effort to help solve what our Nation has la-
beled genocide. The United States is making 
$100 million available to assist African na-
tions willing to step forward for the cause 
of peace in Darfur. And up to 12 million of 
those will help you, Mr. President, do the 
job that you want to do in Darfur. The 
United States appreciates the commitments 
to help bring peace to Darfur made by other 
African nations as well, such as Ghana, Sen-
egal, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Burkina Faso, and 
Malawi. 

And my message to other nations is, join 
with the President and help us get this prob-
lem solved once and for all. And we will help. 
We will help through sanctions. We will help 
through pressure. And we’ll help provide 
money to get these forces in, in an effective 
manner. 

The United States and Rwanda are co-
operating to assure long-term stability in 
eastern Congo. We spent a lot of time talking 
about that today. I appreciate your guidance 
and your advice, Mr. President. I hope you 
could tell from our discussions that Secretary 
Rice and Jendayi Frazer, Ambassador Frazer, 
and other people in my administrations takes 
this issue as seriously as you do. Last month, 
we helped broker a peace agreement be-
tween the Congolese Government and sev-
eral armed groups. We also helped broker 
an agreement between the Congolese Gov-
ernment and the Rwanda Government. 

And now we’ve got to make the agreement 
stick. It’s one thing to agree on something; 
the most important thing is to get results for 
the agreement. And that’s what we discussed 
today on how to help bring peace to this part 
of the world. 

We also talked about economies. Look, 
this bilateral investment treaty is important 
because it sends a signal to U.S. companies 
that they ought to consider investing in 
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Rwanda. The President has—wisely under-
stands that capital investment is much more 
effective in the long term than just grant 
money. And he understands the creation of 
jobs happens when people are able to attract 
capital. 

And so I was pleased to sign this invest-
ment treaty with you, Mr. President. It’s a 
sign of your leadership, and it’s a sign that 
you and I both understand that an agreement 
such as this will provide legal protections for 
investors in both our countries, including 
nondiscriminatory treatment, respect for pri-
vate property, transparency and governance, 
and the international arbitration of disputes. 
In other words, this treaty is a way of saying 
not only is this a good place to look, but when 
you invest, there will be certain guarantees— 
not a guarantee of profit, not a guarantee of 
return on investment, but a guarantee you’ll 
be treated fairly. 

And finally, Mr. President, thank you for 
mentioning our efforts to help you fight dis-
ease. You know, people say, why would you 
want to come to Africa at this point in your 
Presidency? Because I’m on a mission of 
mercy is why. 

I want the American people to understand 
that when it comes to saving lives, it’s in our 
national interest. I firmly believe that, Mr. 
President. It’s in our security interest to help 
alleve areas of the world from hopelessness. 
It’s in our moral interests to help save lives. 
And it’s precisely what we’re doing, thanks 
to your leadership and help. This program 
wouldn’t be effective if your Government 
wasn’t committed. 

And secondly, I’m frankly not interested 
in, you know, spending taxpayers’ money on 
governments that end up pocketing the 
money and not helping citizens live. It’s one 
of the reasons I’ve come to Rwanda, is the 
record here is quite extraordinary when it 
comes to saving lives. 

It is irresponsible for nations, to whom 
much has been given, to sit on the sidelines 
when young babies are dying because of mos-
quito bites. And so the United States isn’t 
on the sideline, Mr. President; we’re right 
in the middle of the action with you and 
proudly so. 

The malaria initiative has helped distribute 
450,000 bed nets in Rwanda. It’s not a very 
sophisticated strategy, as a matter of fact, just 

a simple strategy, but when implemented, 
saves lives. And it starts with having bed nets 
for citizens throughout your country. And 
we’re just getting started. And I want to 
thank you for your leadership on this issue. 

We’ve set a goal to help provide indoor 
spraying in more than 350,000 homes and 
helped provide more than 900,000 treat-
ments of life-saving medicines. In my State 
of Texas, we say, here’s a problem, and we’re 
getting after it. That’s exactly what’s hap-
pening here and all across this continent, Mr. 
President. And we’re proud to be your part-
ner in a mission of—that is a mission of the 
deepest sense of humanity. 

Same with HIV/AIDS—our Emergency 
Plan for AIDS Relief, PEPFAR, has helped 
deliver antiretrovirals to 44,000 Rwandans. 
We’ve helped deliver services to nearly 
650,000 pregnant women to help prevent 
mother-to-child HIV transmission. This is a 
good beginning, like, a good record, but it 
should only be viewed as a beginning. And 
therefore, our United States Congress must 
double our PEPFAR initiative from 15 bil-
lion over 5 years to 30 billion over 5 years, 
quit the squabbling, and get the bill passed. 

And finally, we’ll be sending the Peace 
Corps back into Rwanda, Mr. President; first 
time it’s been here since 1993. These are 
good, decent folks, coming to your country 
simply to help—help people realize their 
God-given talents and realize the blessings 
of a peaceful, hopeful life. 

So I’m proud to be with you. I want to 
thank you for your record; thank you for 
being a personal friend. 

Moderator. Thank you, Your 
Excellencies. We are now ready to take ques-
tions from the press—four questions, two 
each from the local press and American 
press. We’ll start with Rwandan press. Yes, 
Ignatius. 

2008 U.S. Presidential Election/Rwandan 
Elections 

Q. Thank you. My name is Ignatius 
Kabagambe. I work for the New Times news-
paper here in Rwanda. My question goes to 
both of you, Presidents—2008 is a critical 
year, especially politically, because here in 
Rwanda, we are going to be having par-
liamental elections in September, and in the 
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U.S., it’s going to be Presidential elections. 
Presidents, what do you see—how good are 
your chances to your respective parties? 
[Laughter] And if you wish, you can even— 
your answers can include what you think are 
going to be the challenges. 

President Bush. Yes, thanks. Yes, this 
American press has been trying to get me 
to comment on this for, like, a couple of 
months. Want me to start? Republicans will 
win. [Laughter] Whoever is the President 
must understand that this mission on the 
continent of Africa is in our Nation’s inter-
ests. But I think my party’s nominee will win. 
Don’t be listening to all these pundits here, 
you know, half of them sitting right here. 
[Laughter] 

You know, they—the issues in America 
are: Who is going to fight terror and protect 
the homeland; and who is going to keep peo-
ple’s taxes low to make sure that the economy 
is—grows—really, the issues. And so there’s 
a lot of noise, a lot of movement, but things 
change rapidly in American politics. It will 
eventually get down to two people, and then 
the choice will become very clear. And we’ll 
win. 

I don’t know about your politics, Mr. Presi-
dent. [Laughter] It’s probably best not to 
comment too specifically about it. [Laughter] 

President Kagame. President, we have 
something in common, and that is, succeed 
in what we are doing. So my party will, I 
think, win these elections on the basis of how 
this Government, and the party central to it, 
has performed well, has uplifted the living 
standards of our people. They have pro-
tected—given protection and security and 
brought in stability to the—this country and 
restored the rights of every individual citizen 
of this country. And economic progress is 
being registered. I think the people of this 
country will be wanting more of what we are 
doing. 

My prediction is that it will be fine for 
my party, and we’ll do our best to continue 
the agenda of development of this country. 
And I think that citizens of this country are 
willing to give us the chance to continue solv-
ing them the way they have been solved. And 
the challenges are normally just in terms of 
organization, and it takes time, takes money, 
takes—but those are easy to overcome. So 

I think, Mr. President, we are on the same 
path of succeeding. 

President Bush. That’s good. 
Q. [Inaudible]—from Reuters, please. 

Cuba/Former President Fidel Castro of 
Cuba 

Q. Mr. President, can you tell us what it 
means for the United States that—for the 
U.S. policy—that Castro has said he’s going 
to step down? And how is that going to 
change things for the U.S.? 

President Bush. Yes, thanks. I heard the 
reports, several ways—one, reporters yelling 
it at me, and then, of course, I was briefed. 
Not saying you were yelling it at me; I’m say-
ing—— 

Q. I wouldn’t—— 
President Bush. ——no, no, of course 

not; you were very polite. More important— 
you know, the question really should be, what 
does this mean for the people in Cuba? 
They’re the ones who suffered under Fidel 
Castro. They’re the ones who were put in 
prison because of their beliefs. They’re the 
ones who have been denied their right to live 
in a free society. So I view this as a period 
of transition that—and it should be the be-
ginning of the democratic transition for the 
people in Cuba. 

There will be an interesting debate that 
will arise eventually. There will be some who 
say, let’s promote stability. Of course, in the 
meantime, political prisoners will rot in pris-
on, and the human condition will remain pa-
thetic in many cases. 

I believe that the change from Fidel Cas-
tro ought to begin a period of democratic 
transition. First step, of course, will be for 
people put in these prisons to be let out. I’ve 
met with many of the—or some of the fami-
lies of prisoners. It just breaks your heart to 
realize that people have been thrown in pris-
on because they dared speak out. 

The international community should work 
with the Cuban people to begin to build insti-
tutions that are necessary for democracy. 
And eventually, this transition ought to lead 
to free and fair elections. And I mean free, 
and I mean fair, not these kind of staged elec-
tions that the Castro brothers try to foist off 
as being true democracy. 
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And we’re going to help. The United 
States will help the people of Cuba realize 
the blessings of liberty. And so those are my 
initial thoughts. 

Moderator. [Inaudible] 

U.N. Security Council Sanctions/ 
President’s Visit to Kigali Memorial 
Centre/Rwanda-U.S. Relations 

Q. Thank you so much. My name is—[in-
audible]—from the Reuters news wire. 

President Bush. Yes. Wait a minute, back 
to back—wait a minute. This is a little— 
[laughter]—there seems to be a monopoly 
here. [Laughter] 

Q. [Inaudible] 
President Bush. That’s right, yes. [Laugh-

ter] 
Q. Mr. President, you made what I would 

describe as an emotional talk or speech on 
the genocides of Rwanda, especially when 
you were visiting the memorial. But unfortu-
nately, the perpetrators of the killings are still 
holed up in several parts of the country— 
also several parts of the world, especially the 
Congo. And you just mentioned that we need 
to see results being done—results being 
seen, and the civil arguments have been 
made. So I’m wondering, Mr. President, 
what is the U.S. going to do about these per-
petrators that remain at large and are walking 
freely? 

President Bush. Yes. 
Q. And then my other brief question for 

President Kagame is, what are the details 
of—can you give us some details about the 
investment treaty you’ve just signed with 
President Bush? What’s contained in this 
treaty, and what’s so special about it? Thank 
you. 

President Bush. Yes, just a couple of reac-
tions—thank you very much for that. To spe-
cifically answer your question, we support 
U.N. security sanctions—U.N. Security 
Council resolutions targeting those who per-
petuated the violence and have made our po-
sition publicly known. And we’ll continue to 
support. 

Secondly, the museum was a profound— 
it had a profound effect on me. You can’t 
help but walk in there and recognize the— 
you know, that evil does exist and, in this 
case, in such brutal form that babies had 

their skulls smashed. And so the question is, 
what does the world do to prevent these 
kinds of incidences? And I came away with 
two lessons. I’m sure there’s many more. One 
was, we’ve got to work to prevent it from 
happening in the first place; when we see 
issues, that people need not—need to pay 
attention to the warning signs and prevent 
crises like this from happening. 

We’re obviously trying to prevent such a 
crises from happening in Kenya. Condi Rice 
briefed the President and me on her meet-
ings yesterday, and we strongly support Kofi 
Annan’s efforts there. Now I’m not sug-
gesting that anything close to—in Kenya has 
happened—is going to happen—anything 
close to what happened here is going to hap-
pen in Kenya. But I am suggesting there’s 
some warning signs that the international 
community needs to pay attention to. And 
we’re paying attention to it, as is Kofi Annan, 
and I know the AU will as well. 

And secondly, that when you want—when 
the people decide to respond, that you go 
in with enough force that has the proper 
mandate. In a situation such as that, you 
don’t want to send people in who are observ-
ers. You need to send people in who will help 
deal with the situation. That’s why the man-
date in Darfur is very important, and we’re 
pleased with the mandate in Darfur. Now 
we just got to get people in place to be able 
to save lives. 

But those are the lessons I left with. The 
other thing I came away from, just so you 
know, is, is how amazing your country has 
performed given the horror of the genocide. 
I mean, it is—I just can’t imagine what it 
would have been like to be a citizen who 
witnessed such horrors and then had to try 
to gather themselves up and live a hopeful 
life. And so thanks for your question. 

President Kagame. For your question, 
you asked about the treaty we’ve just signed. 
I think central to that treaty, and very impor-
tantly, is the fact that it’s an invitation to the 
investors, and information that when they 
come here, their investments will be pro-
tected, will be in good hands. And when they 
are in Rwanda, they should be able to reap 
their returns. Of course, what that means— 
it means that Rwandans benefit from the 
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capital flows that will be there. They will ben-
efit from technologies that come with such 
investments. It benefits our laws of employ-
ment of a citizen of this country and the skills 
that will be applied also along with that. 

And it’s also a commitment by the Presi-
dent and his administration to seeing inves-
tors from United States come to Rwanda. 
And it’s also an assurance to them that they 
will be standing with them, as they come to 
make investments here, invest adequately. 
The most important thing to talk about will 
be this bilateral treaty. 

Moderator. All right, last one for us. 
Sheryl Stolberg with the New York Times, 
please. 

U.S. Role in Africa/Darfur 
Q. Thank you. Mr. President, Bill Clinton 

came here and said he regretted that he 
wasn’t able to do more to stop the genocide 
here. You have seen the memorial here 
today, and I’m wondering, what would you 
tell your successor about America’s obliga-
tions and also its ability to stop genocide? 

And to you, Mr. President, did you raise 
the issue of Darfur with President Bush? Did 
you ask him for any further commitment by 
the United States? And if so, what was it? 
Thank you. 

President Bush. I would say, it’s like— 
as I explained to this fellow here—that one 
of the lessons of the genocide in Rwanda was 
to take some of the early warnings signs seri-
ously. 

Secondly, a clear lesson I learned in the 
museum was that outside forces that tend to 
divide people up inside their country are un-
believably counterproductive. In other 
words, people came from other countries— 
I guess you’d call them colonialists—and they 
pitted one group of people against another. 
And an early warning sign was—and it’s hard 
to have seen it, I readily admit, but I’m talk-
ing earlier than 1994 and earlier than the 
nineties—was the fact that it became a habit 
to divide people based upon, you know, in 
this case, whether they were Tutsi or Hutu, 
which eventually led to exploitation. 

Secondly, I would tell my successor that 
the United States can play a very constructive 
role. I would urge the President not to feel 
like U.S. solutions should be imposed upon 

African leaders. I would urge the President 
to treat our—the leaders in Africa as part-
ners. In other words, don’t come to the con-
tinent feeling guilty about anything. Come 
to the continent feeling confident that with 
some help, people can solve their problems. 

You know, as I told you, I made—yester-
day—I made a decision not to unilaterally 
send troops into the Sudan. And I still believe 
it was the right decision. But having done 
that, if you’re a problem-solver, you put your-
self at the mercy of the decisions of others, 
in this case, the United Nations. And I’m 
well-known to have spoken out by the slow-
ness of the United Nations. It is—like, seems 
very bureaucratic, to me, particularly with 
people suffering. And one reason I’m so 
proud to be standing here with this President 
is that he didn’t wait. He said, ‘‘We want to 
help.’’ And so we’re trying to get forces in, 
and we’ll help. 

And the third thing is, is that the U.S. will 
provide—you know, can provide money and 
help and training, and we have. We’ve 
trained their forces—helped train their 
forces. They’re good forces to begin with, 
and they just need a little added value, and 
we helped. 

So I guess to answer to your questions— 
it’s kind of a long-winded approach—to take 
problems seriously before they become acute 
and then recognize that there’s going to be 
a slowness in the response if you rely upon 
international organizations. 

Q. Are you worried that you might have 
regrets? 

President Bush. No, I made a decision. 
I stand by it. I’m now worried that the rest 
of the world needs to move as expeditiously, 
quickly. Therefore, we’re—as I’ve told you 
in this little address here, we’ve got $100 mil-
lion to help move people into Darfur. And 
nor am I regretful of the fact that we put 
serious sanctions on leaders in Sudan and 
companies owned by certain actors in Sudan. 
It was the right thing to do. 

I am trying to get other people to join. 
As you know, getting a universal sanction re-
gime can be difficult. People sometimes have 
got different interests, different commercial 
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interests. Our position is, is that human suf-
fering ought to be—preempt commercial in-
terests. And so I’m comfortable with the de-
cision I made. I’m not comfortable with to 
how quickly the response has been. 

And nevertheless, there is a—we’ll con-
tinue dealing with the issue. Every stop I 
made, I’ve talked about Darfur. And the 
President talked about it too. I’ve talked so 
long you probably forgot her question to you. 
[Laughter] 

President Kagame. I still remember, 
President. Certainly, we discussed Darfur, as 
we discussed other problem areas, especially 
on our continent. And I do want to agree 
with the President; problems are there. But 
I think the best approach is, indeed, to help 
Africans develop their capacity to deal with 
these problems. And more importantly, as 
the President said, we probably also have to 
invest our time and even resources in the 
monitoring and also preventing problems 
coming up, as they keep coming up in dif-
ferent places. 

But it is important to understand that, in-
deed, today we’ll have Darfur; maybe tomor-
row there will be another problem area, God 
forbid. But it’s important that these problems 
are not to be seen as if they have to be re-
solved, attended to, by the United States. 
They must be attended to by the inter-
national community. They must also be at-
tended to by people—if it is in Africa, by 
Africans. Primarily, they must develop this 
capacity. And they should be supported to 
develop this capacity so that we can prevent 
and we are prepared to prevent. Then you 
should be able to cope with these challenges, 
resolving the problems. 

So I think the approach taken by President 
Bush were realistic, in the sense that you also 
do not want to see every problem—the 
United States being called upon to be the 
answer of that problem. And of course, we— 
the backlash, also, in the sense that, at the 
same time, they also start blaming the United 
States, that they are rushing everywhere solv-
ing problems and, of course, reading through 
that to mean they have other interests and 
so on and so forth. 

So I think that will lead the way of helping 
the people to solve their own problems, but, 
of course, with the support of the United 

States with its huge capabilities in different 
areas. And walking together with the rest of 
the international community is perhaps more 
important than just blaming the United 
States, saying, ‘‘Why didn’t you go in and 
solve the problem?’’ The problems and the 
solutions to those problems should not be 
taken away from the responsibilities of their 
action, should not be taken away from places 
where they’re taking place and the people 
in those places. 

I think that is the best way I could—but 
we did talk about that. And we did talk about 
our own contribution and to how that can 
be enhanced. And the President is willing to 
support us—support has always been com-
ing—so that we continue to move forward 
with this. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
12:20 p.m. at the Presidency—VIP Building. In 
his remarks, he referred to Jeannette Nyiramongi, 
wife of President Kagame; President Raul Castro 
Ruz of Cuba; and former Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan of the United Nations. 

Remarks During a United States 
Embassy Dedication Ceremony in 
Kigali 
February 19, 2008 

Well, thank you very much. Thank you. 
Please be seated—unless, of course, you 
don’t have a chair. [Laughter] Mr. President, 
thank you for joining us. Madam Kagame, 
we’re so thrilled you’re here. Laura and I 
are honored to be with you. I appreciate the 
members of the diplomatic corps joining us 
as well. 

I had a speech; I’m not going to give it. 
[Laughter] Guys like me always like to cut 
ribbons. There’s nothing more special than 
cutting the ribbon on a new Embassy, par-
ticularly in a country like Rwanda. 

Rwanda has come—it’s amazing. You 
know, Laura and I just came from the—well, 
we came from a beautiful lunch with the 
President and the First Lady. But we went 
to the holocaust museum. It’s hard to believe 
that a country could recover so quickly from 
such a horrible moment. It’s hard to believe 
that there can be hope after a devastating 
period of time like that, and yet there is. And 
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so cutting the ribbon here really is a chance 
for America to say, we stand with you as you 
hope for a better future. 

Plus, I like dealing with strong leaders who 
care about the people. I like courage and 
compassion. And that’s what I believe your 
President has, courage and compassion. He 
cares deeply about the plight of the citizens. 

And I think when people get to know 
Americans, thanks to people who work here 
at this Embassy, they will find that we’re a 
nation of courageous and compassionate peo-
ple too. 

So my first call is to thank our fellow citi-
zens for working in Rwanda. And thanks for 
serving the United States of America. I hope 
you have as much pride as I do in saying, 
I represent America. And the reason I do 
so is because we are a compassionate people. 
And when we see suffering, we just don’t sit 
around and talk about it; we act upon it. And 
when we see the hungry, we feed the hungry, 
not because of its—you know, it’s like we 
want to establish undue influence; it’s be-
cause we all believe we’re children of God. 

And so for those of you on the frontlines 
of saving lives with the malaria initiative, I 
say, thanks; good job; keep doing it. It’s not 
that hard to spread out nets. It requires a 
government willing to cooperate with you. 
It’s just not that difficult to figure out how 
to deal with the disease in which thousands 
of babies die. It’s insecticides and nets and 
good strategies. And so thanks for working 
on that. 

For those of you who are dealing with 
HIV/AIDS, you know, people often ask why 
did I decide to get involved? I couldn’t stand 
by and watch a generation of people eradi-
cated with something that we could help, you 
see. And so I want to thank my fellow citizens 
for saving lives. And gosh, I hope it makes 
you feel good; it certainly makes me feel 
good to know you’re out there working hard. 
And so thanks for being a part of what I call 
a mission of mercy. And thanks for showing 
the good heart of America. 

For the Rwandan citizens here, thanks for 
helping our Embassy go. We can’t run our 
Embassies without the people from the host 
nations. And the Ambassador tells me that 
you’re really fine people, and I know my fel-
low citizens thank you for working side by 

side with the people of the United States of 
America. 

For those of you wearing the uniform, God 
bless you. There’s nothing better than being 
the Commander in Chief of such an out-
standing group of men and women who self-
lessly serve a cause greater than themselves. 

I do want to thank Michael and Lesley for 
their service. I do want to recognize our great 
Secretary of State. I thought for a minute 
you were going to name that road after Sec-
retary Condoleezza Rice. [Laughter] When 
they’re talking about great Americans, and 
they’re going on and on and on, I was certain 
it was going to say, ‘‘Rice Boulevard.’’ 
[Laughter] 

I do want to thank Cheryl Sim and her 
husband, Richard. He’s from Texas. Any 
other Texans that are here? Yes, there you 
go. You know what it’s like. [Laughter] Pretty 
lucky deal to be called Texan, isn’t it? 

Finally, I do want to end by saying this: 
To whom much is given, much is required. 
That’s a—Presidents must make decisions 
based upon certain principles that are time-
less and universal. And that’s one of the prin-
ciples that stands in—it stands our Nation 
in good stead. We’re a blessed nation, and 
I believe it is in our interests, our national 
interests and our moral interests, to help peo-
ple like we’re helping them here in Rwanda. 

And so it’s an honor to be here to cut the 
ribbon for this new Embassy. It’s an honor 
to be in front of people who’ve got compas-
sion in their hearts and efficiency on their 
minds and willing to do the right thing to 
get to save lives. And it’s an honor to be in 
a great friend and ally, Rwanda. God bless 
you. 

And now it’s my honor to bring to the po-
dium our President—your President and our 
ally, President Kagame. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. at the 
U.S. Embassy Kigali. In his remarks, he referred 
to Jeannette Nyiramongi, wife of President Paul 
Kagame of Rwanda; U.S. Ambassador to Rwanda 
Michael R. Arietti and his wife, Lesley; and Dep-
uty Chief of Mission Cheryl Sim, U.S. Embassy 
Kigali. The transcript released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary also included the remarks of 
President Kagame. 
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Remarks During a Meeting With 
President John Agyekum Kufuor of 
Ghana in Accra, Ghana 
February 20, 2008 

President Bush. Thank you very much for 
your hospitality. Mr. President, thanks. First 
of all, it’s an honor to be in your country, 
and it’s an honor to be with you—[inaudible]. 
I don’t know if the people of your country 
truly understand your standing in the inter-
national community, but you are one of the 
most respected international leaders. You 
have represented your country well; you have 
represented the continent of Africa well; and 
you represent certain basic values extremely 
well. So it’s an honor to be with you today. 

You’re right; you and I are both finishing 
our term. But you forgot to say that we’re 
both going to finish strong. [Laughter] 

President Kufuor. That is a politician I 
talk about. [Laughter] 

President Bush. You mentioned the Mil-
lennium Challenge Account. And I believe 
you’re the first country on the continent of 
Africa to receive a grant. And we did so be-
cause we believe in supporting governments 
that fight corruption, invest in their children, 
invest in the health of their citizens, believe 
in marketplace economies, and that’s exactly 
the way you’ve led your country. 

And so ours is a—it’s certainly not a gift. 
It is given in a cooperative spirit that—[in-
audible]—people. And we believe that it is 
in our national interest to promote freedom 
and democracy as well as help the citizenry 
make the—[inaudible]. And you’ve led the 
way, Mr. President. It’s been very easy to 
support your Government. 

And I appreciate you bringing up disease. 
There’s no doubt in my mind that given some 
help, the Government of Ghana—led by you, 
sir—will eradicate malaria. It’s going to take 
a lot of work and a lot of organizational skills 
and support from the international commu-
nity, which you will have. And I predict to 
the people of Ghana that when you look back 
at President Kufuor’s leadership, you’ll say, 
this was the beginning of the end of the dis-
ease that affected so many lives—[inaudible]. 

And I appreciate your leadership, my 
friend, and I want to thank you very much 
for this warm hospitality. I do want to thank 

the people of Ghana—at least those we’ve 
seen so far—for getting up early, lining the 
streets, and waving with such enthusiasm. It 
made us all feel great, and it’s a part of the 
trip I’ve really been looking forward to. So 
grateful for your hospitality. Thank you, sir. 

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 10 
a.m. at Osu Castle. 

The President’s News Conference 
With President John Agyekum 
Kufuor of Ghana in Accra 
February 20, 2008 

President Kufuor. Welcome, Mr. Presi-
dent. I believe we agreed to expose ourselves 
to the ladies and gentlemen of the media. 
[Laughter] So we are ready for your ques-
tions. 

President Bush. Let me have a—you 
want me to say something initially, Mr. Presi-
dent? 

President Kufuor. Well, you may, Mr. 
President. 

President Bush. See, he doesn’t want to 
hear what I said upstairs again. But I do want 
to say a couple of comments. First of all, 
thank you very much for your warm hospi-
tality. I am really happy to be in Ghana, as 
is my wife; this is her second time here, Mr. 
President. And I want to thank you for this 
grand welcome. And I appreciate your lead-
ership. 

Upstairs we talked about the Millennium 
Challenge Account. And it is a sizeable sum 
of taxpayers’ money, aimed at helping you 
achieve your objectives, because your Gov-
ernment, led by you, is one that fights cor-
ruption and invests in its children, invests in 
the health of its citizens. 

I’m oftentimes asked, ‘‘What difference 
does it make to America if people are dying 
of malaria in a place like Ghana or anywhere 
else?’’ It means a lot. It means a lot morally; 
it means a lot from a—it’s in our national 
interests. After all, if you believe we’re in an 
ideological struggle against extremism, which 
I do, the only way these people can recruit 
is when they find hopeless people. And 
there’s nothing more hopeless than a mother 
losing a child needlessly to a mosquito bite. 
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We spent time talking about trade, and I’m 
looking forward to meeting some of your 
businesses today, Mr. President. I believe 
firmly in fair trade, and I’m a strong sup-
porter of AGOA. My predecessor put it in 
office; I’ve worked to get it reauthorized. It’s 
an important part of your development. Your 
businesspeople are making decisions. Your 
businesspeople are employing people in your 
country. And your businesspeople should 
have access to markets. 

I do want to announce today that—I am 
announcing a new initiative dealing with dis-
ease, and that is—our plan is to make it avail-
able a total of $350 million over 5 years— 
to target what they call neglected tropical dis-
eases, such as hookworm or river blindness. 
This is all part of our initiative—whether it 
be on HIV/AIDS or malaria—to help save 
lives. And so, Mr. President, we’re looking 
forward to working with you to help save lives 
and to bring hope to families. 

I want to also announce today that we’re 
going to devote nearly $17 million this year 
to help you on fighting malaria. I firmly be-
lieve your Government will do a fine job in 
getting mosquito nets and—to your people 
and medicines to your people. And so we’re 
looking forward to helping you. 

I also want to thank you for your leader-
ship, Mr. President. As I said upstairs, I don’t 
think a lot of people in Ghana—I hope a 
lot of people in Ghana understand this— 
what I’m about to say, but you’re really one 
of the respected leaders around the world 
because of your firm commitment to peace. 
I thank you for your leadership here on the 
continent of Africa. My administration’s 
strategy is to support African leaders to deal 
with Africa’s problems. 

I know there’s a controversial subject 
brewing around that’s not very well under-
stood, and that’s, why would America stand 
up what’s called AFRICOM? Let me talk 
about a couple of points there, Mr. President. 
First, this is a unique command structure for 
America. It is a command structure that is 
aiming to help provide military assistance to 
African nations, so African nations are more 
capable of dealing with Africa’s conflicts, like 
peacekeeping training. Obviously, we’ve got 
an issue in Darfur that we’ve got to all work 
together to solve. And I’m very pleased that 

the AU and the U.N. hybrid force should 
be moving in there. I’d like to see it moving 
quicker, but the whole purpose of 
AFRICOM is to help leaders deal with Afri-
can problems. 

Secondly, we do not contemplate adding 
new bases. In other words, the purpose of 
this is not to add military bases. I know 
there’s rumors in Ghana—‘‘All Bush is com-
ing to do is try to convince you to put a big 
military base here.’’ That’s baloney. [Laugh-
ter] Or as we say in Texas, that’s bull. [Laugh-
ter] Mr. President made it clear to me, he 
said, ‘‘Look, we—you’re not going to build 
in any bases in Ghana.’’ I said, I understand; 
nor do we want to. Now, that doesn’t mean 
we won’t develop some kind of office some-
where in Africa. We haven’t made our minds 
up. This is a new concept. 

Now, Mr. President, I appreciate you giv-
ing me time to address this issue. I want to 
dispel the notion that all of a sudden, Amer-
ica is bringing all kinds of military to Africa. 
It’s just simply not true. This is a way of mak-
ing our command relevant to the strategy 
that we have put in place. And I feel no more 
confident than describing—I feel very con-
fident in describing that strategy next to you 
because I am confident, Mr. President, in 
your capacity to be a strong leader. You’ve 
proved that to be the case. 

And finally, he said we’re both leaving of-
fice together. That’s true. But we’re going 
to leave strong with our heads held high, and 
we’re going to sprint to the finish, aren’t we, 
Mr. President? 

President Kufuor. Indeed. Thank you. 
President Bush. Good, thank you. Ques-

tions? 
President Kufuor. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent. Well, may I just compliment what the 
President has just said. I am happy, one, for 
the President dispelling any notion that the 
United States of America is intending to 
build military bases on the continent of Afri-
ca. I believe the explanation the President 
has given should put fade to the speculation, 
so that the relationship between us and the 
United States will grow stronger and with 
mutual respect. And that’s for one. 

Two, I should thank the President for the 
initiative he’s just announced of creating a 
fund to fight the neglected diseases on the 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 12:20 Feb 26, 2008 Jkt 214250 PO 00000 Frm 00027 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P07FET4.022 P07FET4ys
hi

ve
rs

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

62
 w

ith
 P

R
E

S
D

O
C

S
T



248 Feb. 20 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

continent. My Government, for example, and 
I would say that for perhaps all African gov-
ernments, is committed to fighting these dis-
eases, but on a very shoestring budget, so 
that if our friends internationally would come 
out and launch initiatives like this to support 
us fight these diseases, then I will say, ‘‘Wel-
come, and thank you for that initiative.’’ 

Then the $17 million you are extending 
to my Government to help in the fight against 
malaria. Just this morning I saw in one of 
our papers that malaria, which perhaps kills 
more of us than even HIV/AIDS in Ghana, 
has increased by about 13 percent in our 
community. So any help that we can get in 
our fight to contain and eradicate this disease 
should be most welcome to the people of 
Ghana. And I thank you for what you’ve 
done. 

President Bush. Yes, sir. Thank you. 
President Kufuor. Thank you. I believe 

we’ll—— 
President Bush. Want to answer a few 

questions? 
President Kufuor. Yes, we can take ques-

tions. 
President Bush. All right, good. Why 

don’t you call on somebody in your press. 
President Kufuor. Please. Now, you iden-

tify yourself. Whoever is going to speak 
should identify themselves and the papers or 
radio stations, television stations they are 
working for. 

President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS 
Relief/President’s Visit to Ghana 

Q. Good morning, your Excellencies, 
President Kufuor and President Bush. Thank 
you for taking my questions. First, a little 
bias, first to President Kufuor—I would like 
to know, fighting HIV/AIDS and malaria is 
the focus of this visit, but can you tell us 
in what other concrete terms this visit will 
benefit the economy of Ghana and Gha-
naians in particular, since both of you leave 
office at the end of this year? 

And then to President Bush—we know 
that your support for the fight against HIV/ 
AIDS has been driven by promoting sexual 
abstinence and fidelity to each other’s part-
ner. In African societies, we know that this 
doesn’t really strike a chord because multiple 
sexual relationships or partner relationships 

is the reality, though it’s not spoken of in 
public. So how realistic an approach would 
you want to be adopted in fighting HIV/ 
AIDS within this particular context? Thank 
you. 

President Bush. Yes, thanks. 
President Kufuor. I answer first. The 

fight against HIV and malaria is not time 
bound; I’m sure you would agree with me. 
The malaria, for instance, was with us from 
perhaps time immemorial, and it’s still with 
us. Fortunately, we happen to be living in 
science and technology times, and solutions 
are being found quickly to pandemics. So 
within my time, I am happy the President 
of the United States of America has come 
out with large resources, talking of something 
like $45 billion—it’s not something you hear 
of every day. 

So I welcome that. And this money, I 
hope, will be put to the best uses, in terms 
of engaging the best scientific and techno-
logical means to tackle this disease. The re-
search is still ongoing. Nobody is announcing 
a find yet, but we shouldn’t give up. And 
within my time, I’m happy this help is com-
ing to infuse the efforts we are already mak-
ing, so that the researchers will continue. 
And long after me, perhaps some clever per-
son, scientist, may come out with a solution. 
This is how I want to look at this. I do not 
give a time bound to the solution that we 
seek. 

President Bush. First of all, obviously, the 
status quo is not acceptable. One of the rea-
sons that I was motivated to put forth a sig-
nificant request to our Congress for a com-
prehensive program to deal with HIV/AIDS 
is, I felt it was unacceptable to stand by and 
watch a generation of people, a generation 
of folks be eradicated. 

And so I understand customs and norms, 
but it seems like to me that if you really want 
to solve the problem, step one is to have a 
comprehensive prevention program. And you 
mentioned abstinence. No question, that’s a 
part of the program, or be faithful. But also, 
I just want to remind you, there’s a third part 
called condoms. So we have an ABC program 
that is a comprehensive part of the strategy. 

And it’s working. Uganda, for example, was 
the first country to really put the ABC strat-
egy in place, and the results are measurable. 
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All I’m interested in is results. I’m wise 
enough to set the strategy and change the 
tactics if they’re not working. 

Secondly, part of our strategy is to dis-
pense antiretroviral drugs. When I first be-
came President, 50,000 people were receiv-
ing ARVs. Today, over 1.2 million are. As 
I said to our country, this is good. These are 
measurable results, and it’s a good start, but 
it’s only a start. And that’s why, as the Presi-
dent mentioned, I’ve asked for Congress to 
double our budget on HIV/AIDS to $30 bil-
lion over 5 years. 

And finally, part of the strategy is to take 
care of the orphans who have been left be-
hind. Now, I don’t believe that sometimes 
bureaucracies are all that effective. So part 
of our strategies is to trust the local leader-
ship to devise strategies that best suits their 
country. And the other part of the strategy 
is to empower these compassionate folks who 
want to help, whether they be faith-based or 
otherwise. 

And so to answer your question, ma’am, 
I monitor the results. And if it looks like it’s 
not working, then we’ll change. But thus far, 
I can report, at least to our citizens, that the 
program has been unbelievably effective. 
And we’re going to stay at it. And the purpose 
of this trip is to remind the American tax-
payers that it’s in their interest to help save 
lives on the continent of Africa. So this pro-
gram will extend beyond my time as office 
as well as John Kufuor’s time in office. 

Ben Feller, Associated—— 
President Kufuor. May I just add, Mr. 

President—— 
President Bush. Yes, sure. 
President Kufuor. ——to what you said. 

Unless we are challenging the statistic given 
by the AIDS Commission of Ghana, the very 
reputable establishment, the prevalence rate 
dropped from 2006, when it was 2.6 percent, 
to 2.2 percent in 2007. I believe that’s consid-
erable. And perhaps some of the credit 
should be given to the extension of help in 
terms of resources, including the 
antiretroviral drugs that we got from devel-
opment partners like the United States of 
America. 

So even as we agree to perhaps a bit of 
looseness in our ways, we must also admit 
that whatever input we are making, are con-

tributing towards enabling us contain the 
menace—I believe I should add that. From 
2.6 percent prevalence rate of HIV in 2007, 
we got 2.2 percent, a reduction of prevalence 
in 2006; I believe we should acknowledge 
that. 

President Bush. All right. Ben Feller, As-
sociated Press. I will identify him for you, 
Mr. President. 

President Kufuor. Thank you. 
President Bush. Ben Feller. [Laughter] 

Pakistan/U.S. Aid to Africa 
Q. Thank you for covering that, Mr. Presi-

dent. 
President Bush. Yes. I was afraid you 

couldn’t handle it. 
Q. Thank you. President Bush, I would 

like to ask you about Pakistan. President 
Musharraf’s party has been routed in par-
liamentary elections there, and it appears 
that he’s lost the support of his people. Do 
you see this as the beginning of the end for 
him? Do you still view him as a credible lead-
er in the fight against terrorism? 

President Kufuor, I would like to ask you, 
President Bush has made a point on this trip 
of saying that helping Africa is in America’s 
interest, but in the United States, a lot of 
people are focused on their own families and 
their own finances. Do you believe Ameri-
cans see it in their interest to help Africa? 

President Bush. Yes. I might try to help 
you out on the last question. America is 
wealthy enough to do both. 

There was a victory for the people of Paki-
stan, and that is, there were elections held 
that have been judged as being fair. And the 
people have spoken. I view that as a signifi-
cant victory. I view it as a part of the victory 
in the war on terror. After all, ideologues 
can’t stand—like these guys we’re dealing 
with—can’t stand free societies. That’s why 
they try to kill innocent people. That’s why 
they tried to intimidate people during the 
election process. 

And so I’m—I appreciate the fact that 
President Musharraf has done exactly that 
which he said he was going to do. He said 
he’d hold elections; he said he would get rid 
of his emergency law. And so it’s now time 
for the newly elected folks to show up and 
form their Government. And the question 
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then is, will they be friends of the United 
States? And I certainly hope so. 

We view Pakistan as an important ally. 
We’ve got common interests. We’ve got in-
terests in dealing with radicals who killed 
Benazir Bhutto. We’ve got interests in help-
ing to make sure there’s no safe haven from 
which people can plot and plan attacks 
against the United States of America and 
Pakistan. And so that’s my take on the elec-
tions. 

President Kufuor. Thank you, and wheth-
er American interests coincides with African 
interests, I would say, yes. Yes. One should 
ask what the whole idea of the United States 
is about. The U.S. is a melting pot of all the 
races and nationalities of the world. Your 
country has a large content of African Ameri-
cans, so that I would expect that constituency 
of Africa—and incidentally, the African 
Union has itemized the people of African de-
scent as the sixth region of Africa. So we look 
on the African Americans as our kith and kin, 
and they constitute a sizeable constituency 
in the United States. It should be in their 
interest to support any help the United States 
can extend to Africa. That’s one. 

Two, we are all moving into a global vil-
lage, and problems overspill easily, especially 
with the free movements of people and trade, 
so that if the United States should lock itself 
into isolationism and think they are safer 
there, then I would say, perhaps they don’t 
know what is coming, because global village 
is a reality. Migration cannot be stopped, and 
if you do not help, then the vibrant youth 
of Africa, driven by the technological age 
forces—they watch television, the Internet, 
and so forth—they want to move and see 
what’s happening around the world. They 
will come to you, and if you do not help us 
to prepare this youth, then whatever youth 
would land on your shores would come with 
all the roughness, the hurry, and that would 
be your headache. 

So I believe it’s enlightenment for the 
United States Government to want to sup-
port them here. And then we talk terrorism, 
which has no bounds. As evidence, when the 
9/11 happened in your country, it wasn’t only 
Americans who became victims; some Gha-
naians died in that event, and shows we have 
common interests somewhere. So these and 

other factors should account for why the 
United States, perhaps industrially and oth-
erwise the most advanced country in the 
world, should be concerned about the plight 
of other peoples. Thank you. 

President’s Visit to Africa/U.S. Role in 
Africa 

Q. Good morning, Your Excellencies. My 
question is to President Bush. Looking at Af-
rica from afar, things might look bleak, but 
all may not be lost yet. A new Africa is emerg-
ing. But in your candid view, what do you 
think Africa must do, and what kind of lead-
ership do you expect to see in Africa? And 
how will the U.S. help in this regard, to push 
forward the agenda to transform the con-
tinent into a better place for its people? 

And secondly, what do you hope to achieve 
from your five-nation tour, and why have you 
decided to visit Africa on the last lap of your 
term? And how do you want to insure con-
tinuity in whatever you hope to achieve? 

President Bush. Thanks. I actually went 
to Africa on the first lap of my Presidency 
too. This is my second trip to the continent 
of Africa, and I’ve come to remind our fellow 
citizens that it is in our interest to help coun-
tries deal with curable diseases like malaria 
and difficult diseases like HIV/AIDS; that it’s 
in our interest to promote trade between the 
continent of Africa and the United States of 
America; that it’s in our interest to provide 
education money so governments will edu-
cate children. 

And there’s no better way of making that 
point than to be in Ghana, where people will 
get to see firsthand what I’m talking about. 
It’s one thing to be giving speeches in Amer-
ica; it’s another thing to actually come to 
Ghana and meet different folks that are in-
volved with making Ghana a better place. 

Secondly—first of all, Africa has changed 
since I’ve been the President in a very posi-
tive way. It’s not because of me; it’s because 
of African leaders, I want you to know. But 
there was six regional conflicts when I be-
came the President. Take Liberia, for exam-
ple. It was a real issue and a real problem, 
and along with Nigeria and with John’s ad-
vice, for example, I made some decisions, 
along with other leaders, that helped put in 
place the first democratically elected woman 
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on the continent’s history. And I’m going 
there tomorrow to herald the successes she’s 
done and to reaffirm our commitment that 
we’ll help. 

In other words, conflict resolution has 
been taking place. And the United States 
hasn’t tried to impose a will. We’ve just tried 
to be a useful partner, like in eastern Congo, 
for example, working with the Presidents of 
Rwanda and Congo and Burundi. 

Secondly, democracy is making progress 
across the continent of Africa. One reason 
why is because there are examples like John 
Kufuor for people to look at. I’m telling you, 
the guy is a respected person. People look 
at him, and they say, this is the kind of leader 
that we respect. 

And thirdly, our aid program has changed 
from one that basically said, here’s your 
money; good luck, to one that said, in return 
for generosity, we expect there to be certain 
habits in place, like fighting corruption or in-
vesting in the education of children. I don’t 
think that’s too much to ask in return for 
U.S. taxpayers’ money. It hasn’t been asked 
in the past. This is a novel approach, interest-
ingly enough. But I feel confident in asking 
nations to adhere to good principles because 
I believe in setting high standards for African 
leaders. 

I’m confident in the capacity of the leaders 
I have met—not every single leader—but on 
this trip, the leaders I’m with are leaders who 
have committed themselves to the good of 
their people, have committed themselves to 
honest government, have committed them-
selves to investing in people. They’re more 
interested in leaving behind a legacy of edu-
cation than leaving behind fancy—a self- 
serving government. And there’s no better 
way of making that point than coming to the 
continent. And that’s why I’m here, and I’m 
glad I am here. It’s been a great trip, and 
it’s—and I appreciate the hospitality of my 
friend, and so does Laura. 

Let’s see here, John McKinnon. He would 
be from your Wall Street Journal. Yes, that’s 
a pretty sophisticated paper, no question 
about that. 

Q. Thanks for that plug. 
President Bush. Yes. I didn’t say, sophisti-

cated reporter; I said, sophisticated paper. 

But—and a sophisticated reporter as well— 
yes, Johnny. 

China 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I would like 

to ask both you leaders about the increasing 
role of China in Africa’s development. What 
do you think is positive about its role in aid 
and commerce, and what do you think it 
could be doing a better job with? In par-
ticular, do you think it’s ignoring human 
rights issues and corruption? 

President Bush. Well, I might let John 
start. He’s, after all, been engaged with lead-
ers. I have an opinion, but we’ll let him start. 

President Kufuor. I believe we should all 
agree, for starters, that the world is opening 
up and opening up fast. Values are becoming 
uniform, and the—our multinational efforts 
agenda, openness and competitiveness and 
all inclusiveness. Now China is spreading out, 
and it’s here in Africa and in Ghana too. It’s 
coming not as a colonial power, as far as we 
can see. It’s coming, if I may put it, as a 
guest and, I believe, on our terms, on the 
terms of the African nations. 

And I can assure you, our nations are not 
succumbing to dictates and impositions, not 
from China nor elsewhere. If it’s something 
that Africa wants to buy and it can find it 
economical, then whatever it is, that’s where 
Africa will buy it from. And China is proving 
quite competitive. So how do we stop China? 
We can’t stop China. We are relating, and 
we want to relate on common values. We 
believe that’s what, again, globalization 
should be all about. We are in the United 
Nations with China. We talk World Trade 
Organization and I believe China is finding 
its way into that. 

President Bush. Yes. 
President Kufuor. We want peace around 

the world. How do we have peace if we do 
not engage each other peacefully in trade, 
in common dialog, and in other respects? So 
this is China. As to it being useful, and I 
would say, so far, so good. And I believe Afri-
ca is showing awareness because Africa came 
out of colonialism not too long ago. Ghana, 
for instance—the first country south of the 
Sahara to have gained independence— 
gained independence only 50 years ago. And 
I don’t think the memory is lost to Africa. 
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So whatever friendships we are engaging 
in now, we try as hard as possible to turn 
our new partners around. We try to see if 
we are engaging on our best terms so we 
maximize returns for us. Of course, we also 
care about our partners feeling that they 
haven’t come in here to be shortchanged. 
There should be mutual advantage to all of 
us, and this is how we are engaging with 
China. So as far as we are concerned, so far, 
it’s all right with China. 

Human rights, well, this would call for 
knowledge of what obtains in China. I don’t 
pretend that we are too informed of what 
happens inside China, but we believe that 
in due course, whatever the situation is, there 
will be a tendency towards liberalization. Be-
fore, the relationship with China was govern-
ment to government; now it’s getting to be 
people to people. It seems all of us are com-
ing under the influences of the information 
and communications technology. 

So our views are becoming the same. Peo-
ple are beginning to speak for themselves ev-
erywhere and standing for their rights. I be-
lieve even in China this will come to prevail 
in due course. And on this basis, I don’t think 
it would be right for people to ostracize. 
Rather, we should find ways and means to 
engage with each other so it becomes a more 
understanding world for all of us. Thank you. 

President Bush. I don’t view Africa as 
zero-sum for China and the United States. 
I mean, I think we can pursue agendas that— 
without creating a great sense of competition. 
I mean, inherent in your question is that I 
view China as a fierce competitor on the con-
tinent of Africa—no, I don’t. 

I view—first of all, I just will tell you that 
our policy is aimed at helping people. Trade 
helps people. I mean, one reason I’m com-
mitted to trying to get the Doha round com-
plete is because the benefits of trade will far 
exceed monies given. I believe that it’s in 
our Nation’s interests—like, I noticed on the 
seal of the country it says, freedom and jus-
tice. There’s nothing that promotes justice 
more than good education. 

Now, I do think that it’s in the leaders’ 
interests to have some high standards, like, 
for example, I presume that countries are 
saying that if you bring your capital, make 
sure that you employ African workers. I know 

some of the leaders I’ve talked to have said 
that one of the things we’re going to do is 
make sure that our environment is protected, 
our trees are protected; that we’re not going 
to allow ourselves to become exploited; and 
that we, in fact, want to have relations with 
different countries, including China, but 
there is—there will be some high standards. 
And that’s the way it should be, high stand-
ards for every country. And the United 
States, of course, is willing to live with those 
standards. We believe in those standards. 

And so one thing that I hope that we’re 
getting, that we all can do better, is to en-
courage value-added processing. And one of 
the things that has been lacking in Africa’s 
past is for the people to really truly realize 
the benefits of the resources at home, be-
cause those resources are just dug out of the 
ground or grown and just shipped overseas, 
when, in fact, if there could be facilities that 
take advantage of those resources, it will cre-
ate more employment for people. And I 
know that John is concerned about that. 

And my only point is, there ought to be— 
you know, these countries ought to set stand-
ards and expect countries to live by them. 
And there’s plenty of leaders who are willing 
to do that. 

Anyway, thank you very much, Mr. Presi-
dent. It’s been a joyful experience here in 
the press conference. 

President Kufuor. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent, for coming. 

President Bush. Yes, sir. 

President Kufuor. Thank you, ladies and 
gentlemen. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
10:38 a.m. at Osu Castle. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to President Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan; 
former Prime Minister and Opposition Leader 
Benazir Bhutto of Pakistan, who was killed in a 
suicide attack in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, on Decem-
ber 27, 2007; President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of 
Liberia; President Paul Kagame of Rwanda; Presi-
dent Joseph Kabila of the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo; and President Pierre Nkurunziza 
of Burundi. 
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Remarks at the United States 
Embassy in Accra 
February 20, 2008 

Thank you all. First, I want to thank Jordin 
Sparks for taking time out of her busy sched-
ule to join us here in Ghana and for per-
forming such a beautiful version of our na-
tional anthem. By prevailing on last season’s 
American Idol, Jordin showed the world she 
has a great voice; raising awareness about 
malaria means that she has got great compas-
sion and a big heart. 

In addition to some great singing, last 
year’s American Idol featured a fundraising 
campaign called ‘‘Idol Gives Back.’’ The cam-
paign brought in more than $75 million for 
charities working in the United States and 
Africa. Seventeen million dollars went to or-
ganizations that protect American families— 
African families from malaria. And one of 
these charities, Malaria No More, has used 
the donations to provide bed nets for more 
than 2 million mothers and children in Ugan-
da and Angola and Madagascar and Mali and 
Zambia. 

Last spring, Laura and I made an appear-
ance on American Idol—not because of our 
voices. [Laughter] We went on the show to 
thank viewers for participating in the ‘‘Idol 
Gives Back’’ campaign. This spring, FOX and 
American Idol will once again appeal to view-
ers to help defeat malaria. On April 9th, the 
show will raise money to fight malaria in Afri-
ca and support other worthy causes to the 
second round of ‘‘Idol Gives Back.’’ 

Laura and I hope, and Jordin hopes, that 
America’s generosity will still pour forth. And 
we ask our fellow citizens to contribute to 
this worthy cause. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:36 a.m. in the 
Ambassador’s Residence. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to entertainer Jordin Sparks. 

Remarks During a Lunch With Peace 
Corps Volunteers in Accra 
February 20, 2008 

Ambassador, thank you very much for set-
ting up this lunch. Laura and I and Condi 
are thrilled to be with some of our most nota-
ble citizens. These are folks who have left 

the comfort of America to join the Peace 
Corps to serve humanity, and we’re really 
looking forward to hearing your stories and 
hearing what life is like. 

One of the things I tell our country all the 
time is our great strength lies in the hearts 
and souls of our citizens. And I don’t think 
there’s any more giving people than the 
Peace Corps volunteers. And so, Robert, 
thank you very much for joining us and bring-
ing along some of the—our fellow citizens 
who are making a huge difference in people’s 
lives. 

I’m sure you would like to share a few re-
marks. 

[At this point, the discussion continued, and 
no transcript was provided.] 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:02 p.m. in the 
Ambassador’s Residence at the U.S. Embassy. In 
his remarks, he referred to U.S. Ambassador to 
Ghana Pamela E. Bridgewater; and Robert W. 
Golledge, Jr., country director, Peace Corps— 
Ghana. 

Remarks Prior to a Tee-Ball Game in 
Accra 
February 20, 2008 

Welcome to tee-ball in Ghana. Yes, we’re 
glad you’re here. Thanks for coming. I am 
so honored to be here for—to witness the 
game between—I want to make sure I get 
this right—the Little Dragons and the Little 
Saints. 

Yes, I appreciate the Secretary of State 
coming, Condoleezza Rice. Madam Sec-
retary, thank you. I appreciate very much the 
Ambassador joining us. Madam Ambassador, 
thank you. And we got a Major League scout 
here—yes, Jimmie Lee Solomon from Major 
League Baseball. He’s looking for some tal-
ent. Good to see you, Jimmie Lee. 

Listen, thank you all for letting us come 
by. I’m very excited about watching this 
game. I do want to thank your coaches. 
Thanks for coaching. Thanks for teaching 
people the importance of teamwork. I like 
baseball a lot, so thanks for teaching them 
how to play baseball too. 

And are you ready to start? Are you going 
to give me that ball? All right, come on over. 
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This is the first ball. Ready? You want to put 
it on the tee? Play ball. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:55 p.m. at the 
Ghana International School. In his remarks, he 
referred to U.S. Ambassador to Ghana Pamela E. 
Bridgewater; and Jimmie Lee Solomon, executive 
vice president, baseball operations, Major League 
Baseball. 

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by 
President John Agyekum Kufuor of 
Ghana in Accra 
February 20, 2008 

Mr. President, Mrs. Kufuor, and all the 
distinguished guests here: Thank you for 
your warm welcome. And I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank the good people of 
Ghana for the wonderful welcome Laura and 
I received. I don’t think I have been to a 
country where the people have been more 
friendly, more open. We appreciate so very 
much your hospitality, and I really appreciate 
the George Bush Motorway. [Laughter] The 
next time I come and ride on the George 
Bush Motorway, I promise that we will not 
shut the highway down. [Laughter] 

President Kufuor is a close friend. He has 
earned my respect, and he’s earned the re-
spect of leaders all across the world. He is 
an accomplished man with a good mind and 
a good heart. 

We first met in 2001; we were new Presi-
dents. And here we are, nearly 7 years later, 
and we’re fixing to leave office. [Laughter] 
But we both vow, we will finish strong with 
our heads held high. 

In the remaining months, we will work to 
strengthen the partnership between our two 
nations. The ties that bind the United States 
and Ghana are as long as they are deep. Last 
year, Ghana commemorated the 50th anni-
versary of its independence. And when you 
claimed your liberty in 1957, the United 
States of America was by your side. Richard 
Nixon and Martin Luther King, Jr., were 
among the notable Americans who were here 
when the Union Jack was replaced by the 
red, yellow, and green of the Republic of 
Ghana. Four years later, 51 idealistic young 
Americans arrived in your beautiful country 

as Ghana became the first nation to host vol-
unteers from the Peace Corps. 

This long tradition of friendship and co-
operation continues today. Today, Ghana and 
the United States are working to strengthen 
democracy and good government. Together 
we’re harnessing the power of global trade 
to alleviate poverty. And, Mr. President, rest 
assured, I will work to complete the Doha 
round. Together we’re working to preserve 
peace, combat disease, and help ensure that 
all of Ghana’s citizens can give their children 
what we all want for our children, a more 
hopeful future. 

And so, Mr. President, I want to thank you 
for your friendship. I thank you for your lead-
ership. I thank you for your kindness. And 
I offer a toast to you, your gracious wife, and 
to the noble people of Ghana. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:58 p.m. in the 
State Banquet Hall. In his remarks, he referred 
to Theresa Kufuor, wife of President Kufuor. The 
transcript released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of President 
Kufuor. 

Remarks on Arrival in Monrovia, 
Liberia 
February 21, 2008 

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of Libe-
ria. Let me say how pleased we are to wel-
come President Bush, Mrs. Bush, Secretary 
Rice, and all the members of this delegation. 
It is a great honor for Liberia to receive 
them. And they’ve received a very warm wel-
come from the Liberian people, from our 
young people, from our students, who lined 
the route and waved and showed flags. We’re 
just so pleased and honored. Thank you, 
President Bush, for making this trip. 

President Bush. Madam President, 
thanks. I’ve been looking forward to coming 
here ever since you extended the kind invita-
tion to me. I do want to thank the people 
of Liberia for the warm welcome that we 
have received. I loved all the smiles and the 
enthusiasm along the route. 

Most importantly, I want the people of Li-
beria to know, Madam President, the United 
States stands with you. We want to help you 
recover from a terrible period. We want you 
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to build lives of hope and peace. And under 
your leadership, that’s exactly what’s hap-
pening. It is my honor to have presented you 
with the National Medal of Freedom. It’s the 
highest civilian award a President can give, 
and I did so because of your courage and 
your leadership. And we are so excited to 
be with you. 

Thank you. 

President Johnson Sirleaf. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:23 a.m. at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Remarks at a Lunch Hosted by 
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of 
Liberia in Monrovia 

February 21, 2008 

Madam President, I want to make sure I’ve 
got the following correctly: Here they call 
you the ‘‘Iron Lady,’’ and here they call you 
‘‘Ma.’’ And I call you friend. 

We are honored to be here. Laura and I 
are thrilled to be here with our delegation 
to end what has been a very productive trip 
to the continent of Africa. I can’t think of 
a better place to finish than in—with our 
dear friend, Liberia. 

It is easy to destroy a country; it is hard 
to rebuild a country. And I—Madam Presi-
dent, I want you to know that the United 
States of America supports you as you rebuild 
your country. We share a special history with 
Liberia. It’s a history that is deep, and I want 
the people of your beautiful country to know 
that our help is just beginning. 

And so, Madam President, I propose a 
toast to you and the strength of your leader-
ship and the quality of your character and 
to the good people of Liberia. May God 
bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:54 p.m. in the 
Executive Mansion. The transcript released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary also included the 
remarks of President Johnson Sirleaf. 

Remarks During a Visit to the 
Barclay Training Center in Monrovia 
February 21, 2008 

Madam President, you’re right; we have 
met four times, and every time, I’m the bet-
ter for it. [Laughter] I appreciate the warm 
welcome we’ve received from the people of 
your beautiful country. 

We bring with us the greetings and best 
wishes of the American people. I’m proud 
to be traveling today not only with a strong 
delegation, headed by my wife, but also the 
Secretary of State, Condoleezza Rice. 

I’m so honored to be with your troops. I’m 
looking forward to the display of talent and 
professionalism we’re about to see. I thank 
those who’ve worked hard to help them be-
come professional soldiers, all in the cause 
of bringing peace and security to the people 
of Liberia. 

Though we’re over 4,500 miles from the 
United States, I feel pretty much at home 
here. In Liberia, you fly the ‘‘lone star’’ flag. 
[Laughter] Of course, I was the former Gov-
ernor of Texas. [Laughter] We call ourselves 
the Lone Star State. [Laughter] Your capital 
is named for an American President, and of 
course, I am an American President. [Laugh-
ter] The name of your country, Liberia, 
means ‘‘land of the free,’’ and there is no 
place I feel more welcome than a land where 
liberty is love and the hope of freedom 
reigns. 

This country was founded by former 
American slaves who came here seeking the 
freedom they had been denied in my coun-
try. Through hard work and determination, 
they established the first independent repub-
lic on the continent of Africa. The free coun-
try they built became a source of pride for 
her people and a strong ally in the cause of 
freedom. As the President said, Franklin 
Roosevelt came here in 1943 to confer with 
your great President, Edwin Barclay. To-
gether our two nations helped defeat the 
forces of fascism. Together our two nations 
helped saved millions from lives of tyranny 
and despair. 

In the intervening years, Liberia saw days 
of challenge and sorrow. You suffered the 
descent into dictatorship and chaos. Civil 
wars took the lives of hundreds of thousands 
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of your citizens. Yet even in their darkest mo-
ments, the Liberian people never gave up 
on the hope that this great nation would once 
again be the land of the free that its founders 
intended. 

In 2005, you reclaimed your liberty. You 
went to the polls and chose the first woman 
ever elected to lead an African nation. Presi-
dent Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has been a strong 
leader for the Liberian people. She has been 
a strong partner of the United States of 
America. I’m proud to call her friend, and 
I’m proud of the work we are doing together 
to help the people of this nation build a bet-
ter life. 

Together we’re fighting the scourge of dis-
ease. It is irresponsible for comfortable na-
tions to stand by knowing that young babies 
are dying from mosquito bites. It is unneces-
sary, and the United States will continue to 
lead the cause to eradicate malaria from the 
continent of Africa. 

We’re working to lift the burden of debt 
so that Liberia can achieve her potential and 
unleash the entrepreneurial spirit of her citi-
zens. We’re working to help the children of 
Liberia get a good education so they’ll have 
the skills they need to turn their freedom 
into a future of prosperity and peace. And 
today, Madam President, I’m proud to an-
nounce that the United States will provide 
1 million textbooks over the next year, as well 
as desks and seating for at least 10,000 Libe-
rian schoolchildren by the start of the new 
school year. 

Together with the help of the United Na-
tions Mission in Liberia, we’re working to 
heal the wounds of war and strengthen de-
mocracy and build a new armed forces that 
will be a source of security for the Liberian 
people instead of a source of terror. 

In all these areas, we’re making good 
progress. You know, one of the things I’ve 
learned, and I suspect the people of Liberia 
have learned, it’s easier to tear a country 
down than it is to rebuild a country. And 
the people of this good country must under-
stand, the United States will stand with you 
as you rebuild your country. 

And you are making progress, and it’s pos-
sible because of the iron will of the lady you 
lovingly refer to as ‘‘Ma.’’ That would be you, 
Madam President. [Laughter] I appreciate 

the fact that you’ve ushered in an age of re-
form, and you’ve opened up a new chapter 
in the relationship between our country. And 
as you mentioned, it was my high honor to 
welcome you to the White House last year 
and present you with America’s highest civil 
honor, the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

I’m pleased to visit your land. I thank you 
for the invitation. I thank the Liberian people 
for courage and steadfastness and enduring 
faith in the power of freedom. With your 
continued determination, there is no doubt 
in my mind that Liberia will become a bea-
con of liberty for Africa and the world, and 
you will forever uphold the ‘‘lone star.’’ 

May God bless you, and may God bless 
the people of Liberia. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:34 p.m. 

Remarks Prior to a Discussion on 
Education in Monrovia 
February 21, 2008 

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of Libe-
ria. Mr. President, Mrs. Bush, fellow Libe-
rians: We have been pleased that with the 
support of the United States Government to 
our education rebuilding process, we can 
now say that we’re beginning to see the signs 
of progress. 

Mr. President, today you will be listening 
to some of the beneficiaries who will be shar-
ing their experience with you. They’ve been 
supported through the United States Agency 
for International Development, the Presi-
dent’s Africa Education Initiative. Liberia 
currently receives assistance for adult learn-
ers, primary school students, school infra-
structure, teacher training, the accelerated 
learning program, and improvement of high-
er education. 

Thank you for being here with us. And 
thank you for all that you do, for helping us 
to rebuild our educational system. 

President Bush. Thank you, Madam 
President. [Applause] Does that mean you 
want me to speak? [Laughter] 

President Johnson Sirleaf. You speak a 
little bit, and I’ll introduce the—— 

President Bush. Okay, good, yes. The 
President said, we have met four times since 
she’s been President. I said out there at the 
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parade grounds that every time, I’m a better 
person for it, since she’s a—[applause]. This 
is the last event on the last stop of what has 
been a comprehensive trip around the con-
tinent of Africa. And it’s a fitting—fitting that 
we talk about education as the last subject 
to discuss. 

First of all, I just want you to know that, 
Madam President, we admire you, and we 
appreciate your leadership. I particularly ap-
preciate your commitment to liberty and 
freedom. Now, the problem is, of course, it’s 
one thing to be for freedom, but it’s really 
important to have a healthy, educated group 
of folks to be able to realize the blessings 
of freedom. 

And so our desire in the United States is 
to answer the universal call to love a neighbor 
and to help those—I believe to whom much 
is given, much is required. A lot has been 
given the United States of America, and I 
firmly believe it’s in our national interest to 
help others not only realize the blessings of 
liberty but to fight disease when we find it 
and to deal with illiteracy where we encoun-
ter it. 

And so our initiative on malaria or the 
AIDS initiative is all aimed at saving lives, 
which in essence helps save societies. And 
same thing with our education initiative. And 
so we really appreciate you all coming to 
share your message with us. I hope you’re 
not nervous. [Laughter] I bet you’re not, be-
cause all you got to do is tell us what’s on 
your mind. Just share your stories, and I think 
people will find that they’re most interested. 

But what you must know here in Liberia 
is that the United States of America is with 
you, and we’ll stay with you because we want 
you to succeed. It’s in the interest of the 
United States of America that Liberia do 
well. And so, Madam President, we are—[ap-
plause]—we’re proud to stand with you. 
We’re not going to tell you what to do be-
cause you’re plenty competent. I believe Af-
rican leaders can run African countries. But 
I do believe the United States of America 
can help. And that’s exactly what we’re going 
to discuss today, Madam President. 

So thank you very much for that introduc-
tion. And Laura is thrilled to be here as well. 
She is the librarian in the family. [Laughter] 

President Johnson Sirleaf. That’s right. 

[At this point, the discussion continued, and 
no transcript was provided.] 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:04 p.m. at the 
University of Liberia. 

Interview With Reporters Aboard Air 
Force One 
February 21, 2008 

Press Secretary Dana Perino. So I 
thought the President and Mrs. Bush would 
spend a little bit of time with you, with their 
reflections, on the record. We don’t have a 
lot of time, especially because Ben Feller 
[Associated Press] is not feeling well. 

The President. I would say this is one of 
the most exciting trips of my Presidency. Ex-
citing because when we first got to Wash-
ington, Africa was—parts of Africa were in 
turmoil, not much had been to arrest disease, 
there wasn’t intense world focus on the con-
tinent. The second trip to Africa for me, the 
fifth for Laura, was a chance to herald coura-
geous people in their efforts to deal with 
hopelessness. And what really made me 
happy was that the people of Africa have 
come to appreciate the generosity of the 
American people. 

I had a couple of goals. One was to encour-
age people to continue to make difficult 
choices—democracy is hard work—but also 
assure them that we’d stay with them if they 
made the right choices. 

Secondly, I wanted to highlight for the 
American people what the—that great com-
passionate work is being done. And I’ll give 
you some—Laura can share some anecdotes 
too. You know, in the hospital in Tanzania, 
to see a 3-year-old baby survive a mosquito 
bite when years earlier probably wouldn’t 
have was a very compelling moment for me. 

To have the little orphans in Rwanda put 
on such a cheerless—a cheery face because 
somebody is trying to provide them love was 
inspiring to me. To watch their little guys 
play tee-ball—all of whom were orphans— 
against the little school and see how inspired 
they were, but also see the concern and care 
of their mentors and coaches, was very inspir-
ing to me. 

All of these programs are supported by the 
American taxpayer, and all of them matter. 
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To hear the testimony of these kids and 
teachers in Liberia about how our aid has 
helped them regain confidence—I don’t 
know if you all were in there when the moth-
er of three talked about—her husband left 
her, she said, because she was illiterate, so 
he just left her with the three kids. And she’s 
a part of this adult literacy program that 
USAID is helping with. She talked about 
being able to read, fill out bank checks, her 
deposit slips; then announced she wanted to 
go to college, and then announced she want-
ed to take Ellen Johnson Sirleaf’s job. 
[Laughter] 

Anyway, it’s the human condition that mat-
ters. You heard me say a lot on the trip that 
we’re on a mission of mercy, and that’s what 
I think we are. And I think it’s in our national 
interest to do it. I know this: I know that 
when you volunteer as an individual to help 
somebody who hurts, it helps you. Well, I 
believe the same when it comes to collective 
hearts of America. So it’s been a—it’s an ex-
citing trip. I mean, you saw the crowds; you 
saw the enthusiasm. 

But that’s not what’s important. You know, 
people say—Bob Geldof asked me, he said, 
‘‘Why don’t you take credit for it? Why don’t 
you show what you have done for Africa?’’ 
Well, it’s not me, for starters. And you don’t 
act out of the desire to enhance your own 
standing; that’s not exactly why one is called 
into service. It doesn’t matter about me. 
What matters is, are we saving people’s lives? 
That’s what matters. And we are. 

And so I’m really pleased with it and had 
great meetings with the leaders. It seems like 
a couple of months ago that we went to 
Benin. [Laughter] But he’s a good guy. He’s 
enthusiastic. And of course, Kikwete in Tan-
zania and Kagame in—look, the other thing 
about the Rwanda stop and the Liberia stop 
is, these are societies that only recently have 
been ravished by unbelievable and unspeak-
able violence. And yet they’re getting back 
on their feet. And it’s hard work, and we’ll 
help them. That was what I told them. And 
these were five very strong leaders that we 
visited with. 

Which leads me to conclude this—and 
Laura can share some thoughts—America 
should not be dictating to these countries. 
America ought to be helping leaders make 

decisions. And that’s what we’re doing. And 
we go to Africa with a belief in the capacity 
of human beings to meet high standards. 
That’s what I kept trying to say to you out 
there in code. We didn’t go guilt-ridden. We 
go with a positive sense about the capacity 
of leaders to rise to the challenge and meet 
certain basic criteria, such as honest govern-
ment, investing in children, investing in 
health, and understanding that marketplace 
economics and trade is more powerful than 
accepting relief from countries. 

Anyway—and how about the Liberian 
troops? You talk about proud people. Wasn’t 
it unbelievable? ‘‘Yeah, Mr. President, it 
was.’’ [Laughter] 

Yes, Laura. 

[At this point, the First Lady made brief re-
marks.] 

The President. Okay, we’ll do a round 
robin here. Yes, Ann [Ann Compton, ABC 
News], you’re the senior person. 

Africa’s View of the 2008 U.S. 
Presidential Election/Texas Presidential 
Primary 

Q. One of the things that we heard from 
people—I guess they do consider the United 
States a democracy, a role model. What if 
an American—African American were elect-
ed President? Did they talk to you—— 

The President. That never came up. 
Q. It never came up? 
The First Lady. It never came up to us 

at all. They said they were very fascinated 
with the election, one group that I talked to. 

The President. I’d just like to remind you 
what Kikwete said. He said, ‘‘I hope the next 
President is as good as this one.’’ Now, I’m 
not blowing my own horn—[laughter]—and 
I’m sure it was a screaming headline. [Laugh-
ter] 

Q. Are you going to vote in the Texas pri-
mary? 

The President. Yes, I am. 
Q. As a Democrat or a Republican? 
The President. I think I’ll be in the Re-

publican primary this year. 
No—but it never came up. It seemed like 

a good storyline at the time. Somebody must 
be putting something out there in the pool, 
and everybody starts chatting about it. 
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Q. People would mention it to us. 
The President. If you asked them, yes, 

‘‘What do you think about Obama?’’ Yes, they 
mentioned it to you all right. Yes. [Laughter] 

Q. I asked them—I went out on the street, 
and two of the four people I asked about— 
you know, I’d say, Obama—— 

The President. What? 
Q. McCain—they like—they volunteered, 

two of them—— 
The President. Really? 
The First Lady. What country? 
Q. Dar es Salaam. 
The President. Look, my mind was not 

on U.S. politics on this trip; it’s just not. It 
is on yours, not mine. I’m focused on con-
ducting foreign policy. Look, I understand 
this is the way it’s going to be. We’ll be hav-
ing roundtables, and you’re going to be fas-
cinated on the latest thing on politics, and 
I’m going to be fascinated on trying to lay 
the foundation for lasting foreign policy that 
will make a significant difference to the 
United States. I’m not going to be frustrated 
about it—except every time. No. [Laughter] 

President’s Legacy/U.S. Foreign Policy 
Q. A question on that—is this how, in the 

end, you would like this effort—or this kind 
of effort, if this not specific one—this is what 
your Presidency is ultimately about? 

The President. We just have to let history 
be the judge. But we’ve been a very active— 
we’ve had a very active foreign policy, wheth-
er it be liberating people from tyranny in 
order to protect ourselves or liberating peo-
ple from disease, we’ve been active and 
strong and bold. And we’ll let history judge 
the results. 

I would just tell you this, and you’ve heard 
me say it, and it’s true: There’s no such thing 
as short-term political history. I mean, short- 
term history of an administration—forget 
‘‘political’’—there is such thing as short-term 
political history because there’s an end result, 
win or lose. There’s no such thing as an accu-
rate history of an administration until time 
has lapsed, unless you’re doing little-bitty 
things. 

[The First Lady made further remarks.] 

The President. The other thing about— 
one of the things I hope people, when they 

are able to take an objective look at an ad-
ministration—which I’m not sure is possible, 
if you happen to have been living at the time 
of the administration; maybe you can, I don’t 
think so—is whether or not an administration 
makes decisions based upon certain funda-
mental principles from which it will not vary. 
And you’ve heard me say over and over again, 
freedom is universal, or to whom much is 
given, much is required. Those are funda-
mental principles on which one can have a 
foreign policy. 

And one of the great dangers for America 
is to become isolationist or protectionist. And 
the purpose of—on trips like this is to remind 
people of the need not to become isolationist. 
And so it’s—I view this as—this was a trip 
that heralded results. But it was also a trip 
that gives us an opportunity to explain over 
and over again the foundations of the foreign 
policy of the Bush administration. 

Yes, Feller. How you feeling, man? I’ve 
asked you twice. You look like you’re a little 
pale. 

Intelligence Reform Legislation 
Q. I’m hanging in there. 
The President. Have you vomited yet 

today? [Laughter] 
Q. That’s off the record. [Laughter] 
Q. No, that’s on the record. [Laughter] 
Q. I see a big microphone. [Laughter] 
I’d like to ask you about an issue they’re 

raising back home, and it’s not the ’08 cam-
paign. 

The President. Okay. 
Q. On FISA, I understand your position, 

but what I’m unclear about is whether you’re 
doing something to break the deadlock. Do 
you see yourself engaging with the other side, 
compromising? Or where do we go from 
here? 

The President. How do you compromise 
on something like granting liability for a tele-
communications company? You can’t. If we 
do not give liability protection to those who 
are helping us, they won’t help us. And if 
they don’t help us, there will be no program. 
And if there’s no program, America is more 
vulnerable. 

What I’m going to do is continue to remind 
people that unless they get this program 
done, we’re going to be vulnerable to attack. 
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Q. Do you see an opportunity to work with 
the Democrats and—— 

The President. I mean, there may be one; 
I don’t know. But I will just tell you, there’s 
no compromise on whether or not these 
phone companies get liability protection. 
See, what the American people must under-
stand is that without help from the phone 
companies, there is no program. And these 
companies are going to be subject to multi-
billion dollar lawsuits by trial lawyers, plain-
tiffs’ attorneys. And it’s going to drive them 
away from helping us, unless they get liability 
protection, prospective and retroactive. 

It’s just so important for people to under-
stand the dangers. If we don’t have the ca-
pacity to listen to these terrorists, we’re not 
going to be able to protect ourselves. 

Press Secretary Perino. Just a reminder 
that they have the votes to pass it in the 
House. 

The President. They’ve got enough votes 
to pass the bill in the House. So, yes, I’m 
going to talk about it a lot and keep remind-
ing the American—I’m glad you asked the 
question, because this will give everybody a 
chance to know the dangers of the course 
that some in the House have put us on. And 
I’ll keep talking about it. 

You know what? The American people un-
derstand that we need to be listening to the 
enemy. 

Situation in Kenya 
Q. Back to Africa, on Kenya—on Kenya, 

I’m trying to understand—— 
The President. Kenya? 
Q. Kenya, yes. 
The President. That’s why you’ve got the 

Secretary sitting here. 
Q. Exactly. I mean, are you going to send 

her back? Where are we? What’s next? And 
how realistic is it—I still don’t understand 
how anyone is really thinking that the Gov-
ernment, which has been so stubborn, is ac-
tually going to—— 

The President. ——the opposition. 
Q. Yes. 
The President. That’s the dilemma; how 

you get two people to sit down at a table 
and work on what’s best for Africa—I mean, 
for Kenya. 

Q. But realistically, how do you? I mean, 
are you going to—— 

The President. She was in the room with 
them. 

Q. Are you going to go back? 
The President. We got Frazer, who’s 

plenty competent. 

[Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice made 
brief remarks.] 

The President. I was going to say that, 
you know, the most effective way to get these 
issues resolved is for these leaders to feel 
pressure from their own people. And it’s one 
thing for Kofi and Condi and people making 
phone calls, but Kenya is a society; it’s got 
a—for example, Kenya is the economic en-
gine for East Africa. I don’t know if you saw 
all those ships in Dar es Salaam. Those were 
originally—many of them were originally 
headed for Nairobi, interestingly enough. 
And I suspect these leaders are beginning 
to feel a lot of pressure internal. 

Secondly, they’re actually hearing from Af-
rican leaders about the dangers of allowing 
these kind of conflicts to not be nipped in 
the bud early, to be prevented from hap-
pening. And we will help. We sent people 
over. And we’ll stay engaged. It’s really up 
to the Kenyan society itself and the leaders 
there to get their leaders with them. 

Q. Doesn’t it seem to be that they’re pres-
suring with violence? 

The President. With what? 
Q. The way that they’re pressuring, it 

seems to be with violence. 
The President. No, no, no, you’re missing 

it. There is a civil society in Nairobi. You’re 
talking about some of the splinter groups on 
some of the parties. There is a civil society, 
and it’s a relatively sophisticated civil society 
that is exerting pressure, that is not resorting 
to violence. 

Secretary Rice. The Kenyan press is very 
tough on these leaders to resolve this—[in-
audible]—civil society—[inaudible]—people 
who are pressing for peaceful change and 
saying, you cannot let our society collapse 
into anarchy. 

Return Trip From Africa 
The President. I get to ask a question. 

Will you be taking a nap on the way back? 
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* White House correction. 

Q. I didn’t sleep one wink last night, but 
if I sleep on the flight home, I won’t sleep 
when I get home, and I have to be at the 
office at 6:15 a.m. 

The President. You’re going to go around 
the clock? 

Q. Well, I might try. 
The President. I’m actually promoting— 

I’ve obviously got a nap on my mind. [Laugh-
ter] I was just trying to, like, plant the seed. 

Yes, Rog [Roger Runningen, Bloomberg 
News]. 

U.S. View of the President’s Visit to Africa 
Q. I want to go back to Africa. You talked 

about Americans and their generosity—— 
The President. What’s that? 
Q. Americans and their generosity—what 

do you think that Americans think of your 
trip? 

The President. I don’t have any idea. 
What are you writing about it? I don’t know 
what they think of it. Ask another question. 
I really don’t know. I’m focused on the trip. 

When I get home, I pick up a book and 
start reading it, and I’m sound asleep shortly 
thereafter. So I’m not—I don’t know. I really 
don’t know. 

The First Lady. Depends on what you 
all are showing. 

The President. I don’t know. I hope they 
think—here’s what I hope they think: It’s 
worthwhile to be supportive of a robust pol-
icy on the continent of Africa. It’s worth our 
national security interest, and it’s worth our 
interest to help people learn to read and 
write and save babies’ lives from mosquito 
bites. That’s what I hope they realize, and 
that’s one of the main—that’s a critical rea-
son to go on the trip. I would hope that the 
country never says, well, it’s not worth it over 
there, what happens over there—or it says, 
well, we’ve got to take care of our own first, 
exclusively. 

And my answer is, we can do both. We’re 
a generous country. And we do, do both. 

U.S. Aid for Africa 
Q. Do you have everything in place so that 

the next the President, who might not look 
at Africa in the first 6 months—everything 
is in place to continue? 

The President. ——you know, getting 
this funding from PEPFAR. And I think we 
will. The PEPFAR program has been great. 
It’s a bipartisan success. Congress funded the 
thing—not the ‘‘thing,’’ Congress funded the 
program, and they ought to take great pride 
in the success of PEPFAR. There’s a process 
that goes on to get it reauthorized, and we’ll 
try to get it funded, and will get it funded. 
I feel pretty good about getting it funded. 

Same with the malaria initiative; it’s mak-
ing a huge difference, and the success is un-
believable. In Zanzibar, 20 percent of the 
kids were infected, had gotten malaria. Now 
it’s one [percent] *, in a pretty quick period 
of time. 

Okay, guys. 

NOTE: The interview began at 4:42 p.m. en route 
from Monrovia, Liberia, to Andrews Air Force 
Base, MD. In his remarks, the President referred 
to President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of Liberia; mu-
sician and activist Robert Geldof; President 
Thomas Yayi Boni of Benin; President Jakaya 
Mrisho Kikwete of Tanzania; President Paul 
Kagame of Rwanda; Senator Barack Obama of Illi-
nois; Assistant Secretary of State for African Af-
fairs Jendayi E. Frazer; and former Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan of the United Nations. A re-
porter referred to Senator John McCain of Ari-
zona. A tape was not available for verification of 
the content of this interview. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

February 16 
In the morning, while en route to 

Cotonou, Benin, aboard Air Force One, the 
President had an intelligence briefing. Upon 
arrival at Cadjehoun International Airport, 
he and Mrs. Bush participated in an arrival 
ceremony with President Thomas Yayi Boni 
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of Benin and his wife, Chantal de Souza Yayi. 
He then met with President Yayi. 

Later in the morning, the President and 
Mrs. Bush met with U.S. Embassy staff and 
their families. They then traveled to Dar es 
Salaam, Tanzania, where, upon arrival in the 
evening at Julius Nyerere International Air-
port, they participated in an arrival ceremony 
with President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete of 
Tanzania and his wife, Salma Kikwete. 

Later in the evening, the President and 
Mrs. Bush traveled to the Kilimanjaro Hotel 
Kempinski Dar es Salaam. 

February 17 
In the morning, the President traveled to 

the State House, where he participated in 
a signing ceremony of the Millennium Chal-
lenge compact with President Jakaya Mrisho 
Kikwete of Tanzania. Later, he returned to 
the Kilimanjaro Hotel Kempinski Dar es Sa-
laam. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to the U.S. Embassy, where, 
in the memorial garden, they met with family 
members of victims of the 1998 Embassy 
bombing and participated in a wreath-laying 
ceremony for the victims. Later, in the atri-
um of the Embassy, they met with Embassy 
staff and their families. They then returned 
to the Kilimanjaro Hotel. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to the State House, where they 
attended entertainment hosted by President 
Kikwete and his wife, Salma Kikwete. Later, 
they returned to the Kilimanjaro Hotel. 

February 18 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush 
traveled to Arusha, Tanzania, where, upon 
arrival at Kilimanjaro International Airport, 
they attended a cultural performance. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush toured A to Z Textile Mills. Later, they 
traveled to the Arusha Coffee Lodge. They 
then visited the Maasai Girls School. 

Later in the afternoon, the President and 
Mrs. Bush participated in an interview with 
Ann Curry of NBC’s ‘‘Today’’ show. They 
then returned to the Kilimanjaro Hotel 
Kempinski Dar es Salaam in Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania, arriving in the evening. 

During the day, the President and Mrs. 
Bush met with their niece, Ellie LeBlond, 
volunteer, India Howell, founder and execu-
tive director, and Nano Chatfield, chairman 
of the board of directors, Tanzanian Chil-
dren’s Fund. 

February 19 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush 
traveled to Julius Nyerere International Air-
port, where they participated in a departure 
ceremony with President Jakaya Mrisho 
Kikwete of Tanzania and his wife, Salma 
Kikwete. They then traveled to Kigali, Rwan-
da, where, upon arrival at Kigali Inter-
national Airport, they participated in an ar-
rival ceremony and attended a cultural per-
formance with President Paul Kagame and 
his wife, Jeannette Nyiramongi. 

Later in the morning, the President and 
Mrs. Bush traveled to the Kigali Memorial 
Centre, where they participated in a wreath- 
laying ceremony at the genocide memorial. 
Later, they traveled to the Presidency. 

In the afternoon, the President partici-
pated in a signing ceremony of the Rwanda- 
U.S. Bilateral Investment Treaty with Presi-
dent Kagame. Later, he and Mrs. Bush at-
tended a social lunch hosted by President 
Kagame and his wife, Jeannette. 

Later in the afternoon, the President and 
Mrs. Bush visited the Lycee de Kigali and 
met with students involved in the Anti-Aids 
Club. Later, they traveled to Accra, Ghana, 
arriving in the evening. While en route 
aboard Air Force One, he participated in an 
interview with Robert Geldof for Time maga-
zine. 

Later in the evening, the President and 
Mrs. Bush traveled to the La Palm Royal 
Beach Hotel. 

February 20 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. He then traveled to Osu 
Castle, where he participated in an arrival 
ceremony with President John Agyekum 
Kufuor of Ghana. Later, he traveled to the 
U.S. Embassy, where he was joined by Mrs. 
Bush. 

In the afternoon, in the Ambassador’s Res-
idence, the President and Mrs. Bush met 
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with Embassy staff and their families. Later, 
they traveled to the International Trade Fair 
Center, where they visited with USAID West 
Africa Trade Hub beneficiaries. They then 
toured the center and met with 30 tribal 
chiefs. 

Later in the afternoon, they traveled to the 
Ghana International School. They then re-
turned to the La Palm Royal Beach Hotel. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to the State Banquet Hall. 
Later, they returned to the La Palm Hotel. 

February 21 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush 
traveled to Monrovia, Liberia. While en 
route aboard Air Force One, he had a tele-
phone conversation with President Pervez 
Musharraf of Pakistan to discuss the results 
of Pakistan’s February 18 parliamentary elec-
tions. 

Later in the morning, upon arrival at 
Spriggs Payne Airport, the President and 
Mrs. Bush participated in an arrival cere-
mony with President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 
of Liberia. He then traveled to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, where he met with Presi-
dent Johnson Sirleaf. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
the Executive Mansion, where he was joined 
by Mrs. Bush. They then participated in a 
gowning and investiture ceremony. 

Later in the afternoon, the President and 
Mrs. Bush traveled to the Barclay Training 
Center, where they met with U.S. Embassy 
staff and their families. Later, they traveled 
to the University of Liberia. They then re-
turned to Washington, DC, arriving in the 
evening. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Kentucky and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment Commonwealth and local recovery ef-
forts in the area struck by severe storms, tor-
nadoes, straight-line winds, and flooding on 
February 5 and 6. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Stephen McFarland to be Ambas-
sador to Guatemala. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Donald E. Booth to be Ambas-
sador to Zambia. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Gillian A. Milovanovic to be Am-
bassador to Mali. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Nancy E. McEldowney to be Am-
bassador to Bulgaria. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Scot A. Marciel to be given the 
rank of Ambassador during his tenure of 
service as Ambassador for the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Affairs. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint John J. Sullivan as a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals as members 
on the Board of Visitors to the U.S. Naval 
Academy: Michael R. Hightower; Nancy L. 
Johnson; J. Patrick Michaels, Jr.; and An-
thony Joseph Principi. 

February 22 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue. 

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released February 16 

Transcript of a press gaggle by National Se-
curity Adviser Stephen J. Hadley 

Transcript of a press briefing by Assistant 
Secretary of State for African Affairs Jendayi 
E. Frazer 
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Released February 17 

Transcript of a press briefing by Global AIDS 
Coordinator Mark R. Dybul and Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino 

Released February 18 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino and Special Assistant to 
the President for African Affairs Bobby J. 
Pittman, Jr. 

Released February 19 

Transcripts of press gaggles by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino 

Fact sheet: United States Leading the Global 
Response to Crisis in Darfur 

Fact sheet: United States-Rwanda Bilateral 
Investment Treaty 

Released February 20 

Fact sheet: Fighting Neglected Tropical Dis-
eases Around the World 

Released February 21 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Kentucky 

Released February 22 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Scott M. Stanzel 

Acts Approved 
by the President 

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 
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